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Neill of Tullylish Parish in County Down, in the Belfast News-Letter:  
Evidence from 1738—1799  

By Jon Patraic Neill  

July 2025 

 

 

This research study conducted on the contents of the Belfast News-Letter from its 
inception in 1738 until 1799 resulted in critical new information on the Quaker Neill family 
of Tullylish, county Down. The advertisement in Image 1 is the first record of the Neill family 
in the townland of Ballymacanallen, in a sublease that expired in 1754. Further information 
on them is found in Part 3. Despite the advances in searchable text technology in 
irishnewsarchive.com, 75% of the records reviewed were distracting to the search and 
there is a gap in the database for the years 1773 to 1782. Yet, 103 records were identified for 
the surname Neill, summarized in Part 1. In Parts 2 through 6, five identifiable families are 
discussed, and Part 7 discusses individuals and themes. The coverage of the Newsletter 
included all of Ulster, although its audience was the predominant population of Ulster 
Scots. The study yielded an unexpected observation that the Newsletter might have been 
the driving force standardizing the surname spelling of Neill in Ulster during this period.  

Image 1 

 
Image courtesy of irishnewsarchive.com 

Part I 

The search parameters for Neill in irishnewsarchive.com allowed for the use of variants 
spellings and the exclusion of others. The primary search term was Neil, the shortest 
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version of the name, most likely to capture the most results. The spellings Neill, Neal, 
Neale, Niel, and Neel were used, and excluded O’Neill, McNeill, Mc Neill, Me Neill, M’Neill. 
However, the application limited the number of name exclusions which limited the ability 
to filter out superfluous results. Search results are shown in screengrab in Image 2. 

 

Image 2 

 

 

Variants spellings not filtered included Mc. Neill, Me. Neill, McNeill, instances of double 
spacing after Mc or Me, and the surnames Neilson and Nelson. Further, technology 
limitations in this source allowed in a substantial amount of excluded spellings.  The 
impact, shown in Table 1, was 75% of results were distracting to the effort, demonstrating 
the difficulty of this method of research. 

Table 1. Results for Sample of 300 Records 
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In Table 2, Neill was found to be the leading spelling for the surname, at 82% (84) records, 
with Neil a distant second at 15% (15) records. Other variants detected of Neal, Neall, 
Niell, were de minimus. The search term Neale, driven by the observation of O’Neale as the 
primary spelling during the early and middle parts of the century prior, yielded no results. 
Likewise, the search term Neel, included because of its use by a collateral genetic branch 
in county Antrim during the period of study, yielded no results. Even the use of Neil in 
instances among the fifteen results was sometimes side by side with Neill, from rent roll 
spellings in prior decades. While the Belfast Newsletter records from 1738 to 1799 clearly 
reflected a preference for the spelling Neill, it might have been the driving force for the 
standardization of this spelling throughout Ulster. 

 
Table 2. Records by Spelling Variants of Neill  

 

 

Beyond the 103 records in Table 2, the Neil variant was found primarily in results of 
shipping news as the surname of various captains coming into the port of Belfast. 
Anecdotally and without tabulated evidence, it seems while Neill was standardizing for 
surname spelling, Neil was standardizing for first name spelling. Records from southern 
Ireland, shown in Part 7, shown no such standardizing trend. Similarly to southern Ireland 
results, no such standardization was observed in prior studies of deeds in Ulster from this 
period. Also from prior study, Quaker meeting records from this period pertaining to the 
subject of this research, the Neill family of Tullylish parish, demonstrated a consistent use 
of the spelling Neill by 1756. No cause and effect is inferred here. 

The 103 Neill, Neil and variant records identified in Table 2 were then grouped into families 
where multiple records indicated so, while 42 (41%) represented individuals with one-off 
mentions. The individuals were analyzed further for traits and themes in Part 7. 
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Table 3. Records by Neill Family Groups, ranked, with placement in text 

 

 

Part 2 

Table 4. The family of Hamilton Neill, importers, in Belfast and county Down 

 

Hamilton Neill was the most prolific Neill name in the Belfast Newsletter during the 1700’s. 
His commercial interests involved importing goods through the port of Belfast, which were 
publicly announced. This item was typical of Neill’s offering: 

Image 3  

 

Image courtesy of irishnewsarchive.com 

Based on land ownership, Hamilton was evidently the son of James Neill of Lisbarnet, 
located south of Bangor and Newtownards in eastern county Down. In 1757, James 
advertised sales of land in Lisbarnet near Comber and in Island Magee near Ardmillan. 

Year First Name Surname Abstract County Belfast Newsletter, date and page
1755 James Neill stallion for stud, Lisbarnet Down  Friday, May 23, 1755 , p. 3 
1757 James Neill farm sale Lisbarnet 62 acres, Ardmillan 80 acres Down  Friday, June 24, 1757 , p. 4
1785 Hamilton Neill arrived from Rotterdam with goods Antrim  Friday, July 29, 1785 , p. 3
1788 Hamilton Neill father and son regarding North Carolina visit Antrim  Friday, January 25, 1788 , p. 1 
1788 Patrick Neill father and son regarding North Carolina visit Down  Friday, January 25, 1788 , p. 1 
1789 Hamilton Neill party to court case in Belfast Antrim  Friday, July 10, 1789 , p. 3
1792 Hamilton Neill estate settle, late of Belfast, sale of Lisbarnet Antrim  Tuesday, April 17, 1792 , p. 3 
1792 Hamilton Neill estate settle, widow and sons, Lisbarnet Down  Tuesday, May 08, 1792 , p. 3 
1797 Hamilton Neill land sale, Lisbarnet 62 acres Antrim  Friday, June 16, 1797 , p. 3 

Hamilton Neill shipping notices about arrival of goods at port Antrim 14 individual entries
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Image 4 

 

Image courtesy of irishnewsarchive.com 

In 1788, Patrick Neill directed correspondence to himself at Dromore, county Down, or to 
Hamilton Neill, Belfast. 

Image 5 

 

Image courtesy of irishnewsarchive.com 

In 1792 after Hamilton's death, his widow Ann publicly defended her interests against the 
creditors of properties in North street, Belfast, and Lisbarnet. She wrote, concerning “the 
property of Hamilton Neill: the purchaser is to take notice I [Ann Neill] hold a deed of 
conveyance from the late James Neill and Patrick Neill his son dated 10th April 1777.”  

Image 6 

 

Image courtesy of irishnewsarchive.com 
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Part 3 

Table 5. The family of Neill linen drapers and horse sellers in counties Down, Armagh, and 
Monaghan 

 

In 1754, a lease to John Neill in Ballymacanallen expired and an advertisement was placed 
in the Belfast Newsletter for proposals on parceling the seventy-acre plot. The bleach yard 
and bucking house indicates linen production. Johnston was the owner of land in and 
around Gilford, and McCreight the apparent leasee who had sub-let to Neill.  

Advertisement. That the farm in Ballymacanallen, near Gillford in the 
County of Down, formerly in the possession of Mr. John Neill, containing 
seventy Irish acres, with a good bleach-yard and bucking-house, are to be 
set in the whole or in parcels from the first day of November instant for 
such time as shall be agreed on. Proposals to be received by Messrs. 
Andrew McCreight, or William Johnston of Gillford, aforesaid. Note, said 
lands lie near the River Bann, within three miles of Tandragee, five of 
Lurgan, four of Loughbrickland, eleven of Newry and seven of Rich hill. 
Dated November 6, 1754. 

Image 7 

 
Image courtesy of irishnewsarchive.com 

Year First Name Surname Abstract County Belfast Newsletter, date and page
1754 John Neill land in Ballymacanallen Down  Friday, November 15, 1754 , p. 2 
1762 William Neill petition Lurgan drapers did not riot in Lisburn Armagh  Friday, May 28, 1762 , p. 3 
1767 John, Jr. Neill horse pedigree Down  Tuesday, April 21, 1767 , p. 2 
1767 John, Jr. Neill linen theft from McCreight in Gilford Down  Tuesday, April 07, 1767 , p. 3 
1767 John, Jr. Neill dappled grey horse, of Moyallen near Gilford Down  Friday, July 17, 1767 , p. 3 
1767 John Neill horse for sale (see, Alexander Neill, same pg) Down  Friday, May 01, 1767 , p. 2
1767 John, Jr. Neill horse sale, 'of Moyallen near Gilford' Down  Friday, July 10, 1767 , p. 3 
1768 John Neil  linen theft, signatory to reward offer unknown  Tuesday, June 07, 1768 , p. 1 
1769 John Neill horse sale, 'of the Ash Trees' near Tandragee Armagh  Tuesday, May 30, 1769 , p. 3
1795 William Neill linen inspector, Monaghan, full list signers Monaghan  Monday, August 03, 1795 , p. 3 
1795 William Neill linen inspector of Co. Monaghan Monaghan  Monday, August 24, 1795 , p. 4 
1795 W. Neill married Miss Purdy, Gilford Down  Monday, August 24, 1795 , p. 3 
1795 John Neill linen inspector of Newry Down  Monday, September 28, 1795 , p. 1 
1796 John  Neill linen inspector, agent for land sale Armagh  Monday, December 26, 1796 , p. 1 
1799 John Neill linen inspector of co. Armagh Armagh  Tuesday, October 22, 1799 , p. 3
1799 John Neill linen inspector dispute, of Rich-hill Armagh  Tuesday, December 03, 1799 , p. 1 
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In 1762, the linen weavers and manufacturers from ‘in and about’ Lurgan, county Armagh, 
issued a statement they were not involved in the riots at the Lisburn marketplace. One of 
the signers was William Neill.  

Image 8 

 

Image courtesy of irishnewsarchive.com 

Between 1767 and 1769, there were seven records involving two John Neill men. Four from 
1767 were from John Neill, Jr., from ‘Moyallen near Gilford’ in county Down offering reward 
for the theft of linen from McCreight in Gilford and for the sale of a prize-winning horse. In 
1769, John Neill, ‘of the Ash Trees near Tandragee’ in Armagh offered a horse for sale.   

Image 9 

 

Image courtesy of irishnewsarchive.com 
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Image 10 

 

Image courtesy of irishnewsarchive.com 

In August 1795, William Neill obtained the position of linen inspector for county Monaghan, 
and wed Miss Purdy, daughter of Thomas of Gilford. Both items appeared on Monday, 
August 24th, on different pages. 

Image 11 

 

Image courtesy of irishnewsarchive.com 
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The following month, September 1795, John Neill, the third person by the name, became 
linen inspector for the ‘Newry and Vicinity’, included in counties Down and Armagh. The 
next year, Neill is linen inspector for county Armagh, residing there at Rich-hill.  

Image 13 

 

Image courtesy of irishnewsarchive.com 

Image 14 

 

Image courtesy of irishnewsarchive.com 

In 1799, there was a claim of unfair treatment from a linen manufacturer, William Bleakley, 
to which John Neill responded as linen inspector.  

Image 15 

 

Image courtesy of irishnewsarchive.com 
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Image 16 

 

Image courtesy of irishnewsarchive.com 

 

Part 4 

Table 6. The Neill family of Templepatrick, including a teacher and student 

 

In 1768 in Templepatrick parish, James resided in Rickamore townland and William in 
Rickamore and Templepatrick townlands. The two entries for William might have been the 
same person. James had the spelling Neill, while William was Neil. Both versions seemed 
to have been used. In 1785, W. Neill (possibly William and another generation) provided 
roofing for the meeting house and opened a school. Of the three students between 1790 
and 1792 at Telfair’s school, Charles is identified as being from Templepatrick while Robert 
and Samuel also attended. This nexus, however, does not indicate relationship. 

Year First Name Surname Abstract County Belfast Newsletter, date and page
1768 William Neil tenant in land sale, Templepatrick Antrim  Tuesday, December 20, 1768 , p. 3 
1768 William Neil tenant in land sale Rickamore, Templepatrick Antrim  Tuesday, December 20, 1768 , p. 3 
1768 James Neill tenant land sale Rickamore, parish Templepatrick Antrim  Tuesday, July 19, 1768 , p. 2 
1768 James Neill tenant in land sale Templepatrick parish Antrim  Tuesday, December 20, 1768 , p. 3 
1785 W. Neil slating the meeting house roof, Templepatrick Antrim  Tuesday, August 02, 1785 , p. 3 
1785 W. Neil opened school at Templepatrick Antrim  Tuesday, August 02, 1785 , p. 2 
1790 Robert Neill Telfair's student of Hercules st., Belfast Antrim  Friday, October 22, 1790 , p. 1
1791 Charles Neil Telfair's student of Templepatrick Antrim  Tuesday, February 01, 1791 , p. 1 
1792 Samuel Neill Telfair's student of Anodoyne unknown  Tuesday, October 30, 1792 , p. 3 
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In prior research by the author, dating to the 1970s, it was determined his lineage was not 
descended from Neill of Templepatrick. 

Image 17 

 

Image courtesy of irishnewsarchive.com 

 

Part 5 

Table 7. The family of Neill near linen works and innkeeper at Ballymoney 

 

In 1756, Samuel Neil was a tenant on land placed for sale. It seems Samuel Neill in 1790 
was a subsequent generation. Note the shift in spelling from Neil to consistently Neill. 
William Neill, in 1799, was an innkeeper in Ballymoney and possibly the third generation. 

Year First Name Surname Abstract County Belfast Newsletter, date and page
1756 Samuel Neil tenant in Ballymoney, land sale Antrim  Friday, June 18, 1756 , p. 2 
1790 Samuel Neill lands to be sold at auction, tenants Antrim  Friday, February 26, 1790 , p. 4 
1790 Samuel Neill tenant Ballymoney, mention bleach greens Antrim  Friday, May 28, 1790 , p. 4 
1790 Samuel Neill tenant in Ballymoney, land sale Antrim  Friday, June 25, 1790 , p. 4 
1799 William Neill innkeeper of Ballymoney Antrim  Tuesday, October 22, 1799 , p. 4 
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In prior research by the author, dating to the 1970s, it was determined his lineage was not 
descended from Neill of Ballymoney. 

Image 18 

 

Image courtesy of irishnewsarchive.com 

Image 19 

 

Image courtesy of irishnewsarchive.com 

Part 6 

Table 8. Alexander Neill of Ballymacarret, now Belfast, county Down 

 

Alexander was possibly among those entries of the name found in Table 12. 

Year First Name Surname Abstract County Belfast Newsletter, date and page
1749 Alexander Neill tenant in land sale, 2 acres & field, Ballymacarret Down  Sunday, March 09, 1749 , p. 3 
1750 Alexander Neill rent roll land sale, Ballymacarret Down  Monday, March 30, 1750 , p. 3 
1761 Alexander Neill deceased, settle estate, Ballymacarret, Belfast Down  Friday, August 07, 1761 , p. 3 
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Image 20 

 

Image courtesy of irishnewsarchive.com 

 

Table 9. James Neill, clothing merchant and shipping agent, of Downpatrick, county Down 

 

Table 10. Robert and Samuel Neill, petitioners, of Carrickfergus, county Antrim 

 

 

Part 7 

Table 11. Earliest Neill records not identifiable in a family or grouping of more than two  

 

Henry Neil was possibly an O’Neil, being near-neighbor to Tole O’Neil in county Armagh. 

Year First Name Surname Abstract County Belfast Newsletter, date and page
1789 James Neill business haberdashery, Downpatrick Down  Friday, November 06, 1789 , p. 1 
1791 James Neill starting haberdasher business, Downpatrick Down  Tuesday, January 18, 1791 , p. 4 
1795 James Neill merchant and shipping, Downpatrick Down  Monday, April 13, 1795 , p. 3 

Year First Name Surname Abstract County Belfast Newsletter, date and page
1796 Robert Neill petitioner from Carrickfergus, 1796 Antrim  Friday, October 28, 1796 , p. 3 
1796 Samuel Neill petitioner from Carrickfergus, 1796 Antrim  Friday, October 28, 1796 , p. 3 

Year First Name Surname Theme Abstract County Belfast Newsletter, date and page
1749 James Neill land sale tenant with 86 acres in land sale, Ballymiscaw Down  Wednesday, January 08, 1749 , p. 3
1749 James Neill land sale estate Capt. Ross of Down, tenant at Ballymiscaw Down  Sunday, January 26, 1749 , p. 3
1755 James Neall commerce yarn buying hours in Dromore, typeset unclear Down  Tuesday, March 04, 1755 , p. 5 
1756 Alexander Neill horses horse stolen near Ballycross near Donaghdee Down  Friday, November 19, 1756 , p. 3 
1757 Elizabeth Neill left husband left husband William Fitzgerald unknown  Friday, May 06, 1757 , p. 2
1757 Mrs. Neill commerce selling two ships, of Ann Street, Belfast Antrim  Tuesday, September 13, 1757 , p. 3 
1758 Henry Neil land sale tenant in Lurgan, nearby Tole O'Neil Armagh  Tuesday, October 24, 1758 , p. 3 
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Table 12. Neill records not identifiable in a family or grouping of more than two, sorted by 
first name 

 

Table 13. Subset of records in Table 12, sorted by variant spelling (not Neill)  

 

Year First Name Surname Theme Abstract County Belfast Newsletter, date and page
1756 Alexander Neill horses horse stolen near Ballycross near Donaghdee Down  Friday, November 19, 1756 , p. 3 
1761 Alexander Neill horses horse sale, Lismuraty near Strancum Antrim  Tuesday, May 26, 1761 , p. 3 
1767 Alexander Neill horses horses for sale (John, Alexander) unknown  Friday, May 01, 1767 , p. 2
1767 Alexander Neill horses horse stud, Mullaghbrack, Ballymecally parish Armagh  Friday, April 10, 1767 , p. 2 
1768 Ann Neill left husband left husband John Stevenson, Kinbally in Skerry Antrim  Friday, July 15, 1768 , p. 2 
1794 Catherine Neill left husband left husband James Thompson of Ballyclog Tyrone  Friday, November 21, 1794 , p. 1 
1796 Charles Neill political house destroyed by Orangemen at Derrytrasna Armagh  Friday, January 22, 1796 , p. 3 
1785 Daniel Neil political Freeholders petitioning parliament, "Dan." Down  Tuesday, January 04, 1785 , p. 1 
1792 Daniel Neill land sale rent roll, land sale Ballyharty, Newtownards Down  Friday, June 15, 1792 , p. 3 
1757 Elizabeth Neill left husband left husband William Fitzgerald unknown  Friday, May 06, 1757 , p. 2
1798 Henry Neal political church-warden of Clonallen, petitioner to king Down  Friday, January 26, 1798 , p. 1 
1758 Henry Neil land sale tenant in Lurgan, nearby Tole O'Neil Armagh  Tuesday, October 24, 1758 , p. 3 
1794 J. Neill student Mr Alexander's school, student, Belfast Antrim  Friday, July 04, 1794 , p. 3 
1749 James Neill land sale tenant with 86 acres in land sale, Ballymiscaw Down  Wednesday, January 08, 1749 , p. 3
1749 James Neill land sale estate Capt. Ross of Down, tenant at Ballymiscaw Down  Sunday, January 26, 1749 , p. 3
1755 James Neall commerce yarn buying hours in Dromore, typeset unclear Down  Tuesday, March 04, 1755 , p. 5 
1766 James Neill land sale clover field rent at Innishargie in Ards peninsula Down  Tuesday, April 29, 1766 , p. 2 
1768 James Niell commerce kelp for sales at Greyabby Antrim  Friday, July 15, 1768 , p. 2 
1769 John Neill land sale rent roll land sale, Scredhavren in Killean parish Antrim  Friday, August 18, 1769 , p. 1 
1789 John Neill horses horse stolen near Randalstown Antrim  Friday, August 21, 1789 , p. 2 
1797 John Neil political hanged during rebellion Monaghan  Friday, September 15, 1797 , p. 2 
1788 Mary Neil crime news of trial involving rape, perjury unknown  Tuesday, December 16, 1788 , p. 4 
1788 Mary Neil crime news report 13 yo rape victim unknown  Tuesday, December 23, 1788 , p. 3 
1765 Matthew Neal land sale rent roll land sale, Craigs in Kilconway barony Antrim  Tuesday, September 24, 1765 , p. 2 
1757 Mrs. Neill commerce selling two ships, of Ann Street, Belfast Antrim  Tuesday, September 13, 1757 , p. 3 
1767 Mrs. Neill commerce baggage arrived unknown  Tuesday, October 13, 1767 , p. 2 
1764 Mrs. Jane Neill commerce of Killyleagh, customer of Hugh Bell in Dublin Down  Friday, July 06, 1764 , p. 3 
1768 Patrick Neill commerce moving hosier business Downpatrick to Dromore Down  Tuesday, July 19, 1768 , p. 3 
1798 Patrick Neill political reward subscribers, rebels steal arms, Drumbo Down  Monday, March 26, 1798 , p. 1 
1798 Patrick Neill political petitioner against military, Hill-Hall in Drumbo Down  Friday, January 19, 1798 , p. 1 
1798 Ros [sp?] Neill political petitioner offering reward from rebel theft, Belfast Antrim  Friday, January 19, 1798 , p. 3 
1790 Robert Neill court court case, 'Robert Nickle, otherwise Neill' Antrim  Tuesday, October 19, 1790 , p. 3
1791 Robert Neil commerce selling oats at Cultra near Holywood Down  Tuesday, September 27, 1791 , p. 4
1768 Samuel Neill crime servant from Lisburn theft Antrim  Tuesday, July 19, 1768 , p. 2 
1769 Samuel Neill commerce back from Dublin and started business in Lisburn Antrim  Tuesday, February 21, 1769 , p. 3 
1788 Samuel Neill land sale farm 15 acres Corncastle lease , for sale Antrim  Tuesday, July 08, 1788 , p. 4 
1799 Thomas Neill political pro-union petitioner for United Kingdom Antrim  Friday, October 11, 1799 , p. 1 
1769 William Neil crime petitioner offering reward for theft in Ballymartin Antrim  Friday, October 06, 1769 , p. 4 
1786 William Neill political supporting loyalist parade in Belfast Antrim  Friday, July 14, 1786 , p. 3 
1789 William Neill land sale leasehold of building next to Linen Hall, Belfast Antrim  Friday, January 23, 1789 , p. 4 
1790 William Neill commerce innkeeper at Ballycastle near Dunluce Antrim  Friday, December 24, 1790 , p. 3 
1791 William Neil commerce yarn buying hours in Ballyclare Antrim  Friday, October 07, 1791 , p. 4 

Year First Name Surname Theme Abstract County Belfast Newsletter, date and page
1798 Henry Neal political church-warden of Clonallen, petitioner to king Down  Friday, January 26, 1798 , p. 1 
1765 Matthew Neal land sale rent roll land sale, Craigs in Kilconway barony Antrim  Tuesday, September 24, 1765 , p. 2 
1755 James Neall commerce yarn buying hours in Dromore, typeset unclear Down  Tuesday, March 04, 1755 , p. 5 
1785 Daniel Neil political Freeholders petitioning parliament, "Dan." Down  Tuesday, January 04, 1785 , p. 1 
1797 John Neil political hanged during rebellion Monaghan  Friday, September 15, 1797 , p. 2 
1788 Mary Neil crime news of trial involving rape, perjury unknown  Tuesday, December 16, 1788 , p. 4 
1788 Mary Neil crime news report 13 yo rape victim unknown  Tuesday, December 23, 1788 , p. 3 
1791 Robert Neil commerce selling oats at Cultra near Holywood Down  Tuesday, September 27, 1791 , p. 4
1769 William Neil crime petitioner offering reward for theft in Ballymartin Antrim  Friday, October 06, 1769 , p. 4 
1758 Henry Neil land sale tenant in Lurgan, nearby Tole O'Neil Armagh  Tuesday, October 24, 1758 , p. 3 
1791 William Neil commerce yarn buying hours in Ballyclare Antrim  Friday, October 07, 1791 , p. 4 
1768 James Niell commerce kelp for sales at Greyabby Antrim  Friday, July 15, 1768 , p. 2 
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In Table 13, variant spellings were relatively few and mostly Neill, and followed no 
particular pattern. From Table 12, Robert “Nickle, otherwise Neill” likely had unwed 
parents. 

Image 21 

 

Image courtesy of irishnewsarchive.com 

Table 14. Subset of records in Table 12, elaborating on the political theme, and whether 
likely to have opposed or supported the British government 

 

First names were a poor indicator of political alignment: 2 of 9 who might have opposed the 
government were Charles and John, while the two Patrick entries were either unclear or 
indicate support of the government. Surname spelling variants were not indicative. 

Table 15. Subset of records in Table 12, individuals not from counties Down or Antrim 

 

Year First Name Surname Theme Abstract County Belfast Newsletter, date and page
1796 Charles Neill oppose house destroyed by Orangemen at Derrytrasna Armagh  Friday, January 22, 1796 , p. 3 
1785 Daniel Neil support Freeholders petitioning parliament, "Dan." Down  Tuesday, January 04, 1785 , p. 1 
1798 Henry Neal support church-warden of Clonallen, petitioner to king Down  Friday, January 26, 1798 , p. 1 
1797 John Neil oppose hanged during rebellion Monaghan  Friday, September 15, 1797 , p. 2 
1798 Patrick Neill support reward subscribers, rebels steal arms, Drumbo Down  Monday, March 26, 1798 , p. 1 
1798 Patrick Neill unclear petitioner against military, Hill-Hall in Drumbo Down  Friday, January 19, 1798 , p. 1 
1798 Ros [sp?] Neill support petitioner offering reward from rebel theft, Belfast Antrim  Friday, January 19, 1798 , p. 3 
1799 Thomas Neill support pro-union petitioner for United Kingdom Antrim  Friday, October 11, 1799 , p. 1 
1786 William Neill support supporting loyalist parade in Belfast Antrim  Friday, July 14, 1786 , p. 3 

Year First Name Surname Theme Abstract County Belfast Newsletter, date and page
1767 Alexander Neill horses horse stud, Mullaghbrack, Ballymecally parish Armagh  Friday, April 10, 1767 , p. 2 
1796 Charles Neill political house destroyed by Orangemen at Derrytrasna Armagh  Friday, January 22, 1796 , p. 3 
1758 Henry Neil land sale tenant in Lurgan, nearby Tole O'Neil Armagh  Tuesday, October 24, 1758 , p. 3 
1797 John Neil political hanged during rebellion Monaghan  Friday, September 15, 1797 , p. 2 
1794 Catherine Neill left husband left husband James Thompson of Ballyclog Tyrone  Friday, November 21, 1794 , p. 1 
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Of these five records in Table 15, three were from county Armagh and one each from 
counties Monaghan and Tyrone. This indicates there were few Neill or Neil families who 
were Ulster Scots living outside countries Antrim and Down.  

Table 16. Additional records of Neill and variants from southern Ireland 

 

Beyond the 103 records of interest, nine records were identified pertaining to parts of 
Ireland south of Ulster. These were generally news accounts involving politics, crime, and 
commerce mentioning an individual named Neill. There was no consistent spelling of the 
surname, including one record using John Neil and John Neal for the same person. These 
records were from Dublin, Kilkenny, Tipperary, Wexford, and Wicklow.  

   

Year First Name Surname Theme Abstract County Belfast Newsletter, date and page
1785 [blank] Neil political Counsellor Neil spoke in Parliament Dublin  Tuesday, February 08, 1785 , p. 2 
1766 George, Jr. Neil  commerce letter about Russian commerce Dublin  Friday, August 08, 1766 , p. 2 
1754 John Neil, Neal commerce stage coach, Yorkminster Inn Dublin  Tuesday, June 11, 1754 , p. 4 
1757 John Neill crime robbed of horse, Yorkminster Inn, Capel street Dublin  Friday, May 27, 1757 , p. 3 
1767 John Neill crime attacked by a group of men Kilkenny  Tuesday, October 13, 1767 , p. 2 
1798 [blank] Neill political innkeeper at Carrick on Suir, rebellion of 1798 Tipperary  Friday, August 03, 1798 , p. 4 
1754 [blank] Neile political news involving "papist priest" Tipperary  Tuesday, April 16, 1754 , p. 3 
1793 Patrick Neill political murder of British soldier in Wexford Wexford  Friday, August 02, 1793 , p. 4 
1798 James Neil political court case indicating rebellious actions Wicklow  Monday, March 26, 1798 , p. 3 


