Neill of Tullylish Parish in County Down, in the Belfast News-Letter:
Evidence from 1738—1799

By Jon Patraic Neill

July 2025

This research study conducted on the contents of the Belfast News-Letter from its
inception in 1738 until 1799 resulted in critical new information on the Quaker Neill family
of Tullylish, county Down. The advertisement in Image 1 is the first record of the Neill family
in the townland of Ballymacanallen, in a sublease that expired in 1754. Further information
on them is found in Part 3. Despite the advances in searchable text technology in
irishnewsarchive.com, 75% of the records reviewed were distracting to the search and
there is a gap in the database for the years 1773 to 1782. Yet, 103 records were identified for
the surname Neill, summarized in Part 1. In Parts 2 through 6, five identifiable families are
discussed, and Part 7 discusses individuals and themes. The coverage of the Newsletter
included all of Ulster, although its audience was the predominant population of Ulster
Scots. The study yielded an unexpected observation that the Newsletter might have been
the driving force standardizing the surname spelling of Neill in Ulster during this period.

Image 1

Advertifement,

"THAT the Farm in BALLYMACANALLEN,

near Gillford in the County of Down, ‘formerly in the
Poffeflion of Mr. Joxs Nruiry, containing feventy Irifh Meres,
with a good Bleach-yard and Bucking-houfe, arc to be Sct
in the Wholcor in Parcels from the fiz@ Day of November
Inft. for fuch Time as fhall be agreed on. Propofals to be
reccived by Meflrs Anprew Mc. CREIGHT, OF WiLLiaM
Jounstox of Gillford, alorcfaid.

* Note, Said Lands lye near the River Bann, within three
Miles of Tandragee, five of Lurgan, four of Loughbricklard,
cleven of Newry and feven of Rich hill

Dated Novembes 6, 1754.

Image courtesy of irishnewsarchive.com
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The search parameters for Neill in irishnewsarchive.com allowed for the use of variants
spellings and the exclusion of others. The primary search term was Neil, the shortest



version of the name, most likely to capture the most results. The spellings Neill, Neal,
Neale, Niel, and Neel were used, and excluded O’Neill, McNeill, Mc Neill, Me Neill, M’Neill.
However, the application limited the number of name exclusions which limited the ability
to filter out superfluous results. Search results are shown in screengrab in Image 2.

Image 2
Found 634 result(s) for all of these words: ‘Neil' and any of these words: 'Neil Neill Neale Neal Neel Niel' and excluding 'O'Neill McNeill "Mc
Neill" "Me Neill" M'Neill’ word(s) in 'Belfast Newsletter 1738-current’ publication and from year '1738' and to year "1799'. Showing results 1-
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Variants spellings not filtered included Mc. Neill, Me. Neill, McNeill, instances of double
spacing after Mc or Me, and the surnames Neilson and Nelson. Further, technology
limitations in this source allowed in a substantial amount of excluded spellings. The
impact, shown in Table 1, was 75% of results were distracting to the effort, demonstrating
the difficulty of this method of research.

Table 1. Results for Sample of 300 Records

Result Number %
Incorrect transcription due to source technology 14 5%
Incorrect surname 62 21%
Incorrect, but useful to research 4 1%
Correct, but used as first name 70 23%
Correct, but content repeated over multiple days 58 19%
Correct, but content related to ship news at port 16 5%
Subtotal 224 75%
Correct 76 25%
Total of Sample 300 100%




In Table 2, Neill was found to be the leading spelling for the surname, at 82% (84) records,
with Neil a distant second at 15% (15) records. Other variants detected of Neal, Neall,
Niell, were de minimus. The search term Neale, driven by the observation of O’Neale as the
primary spelling during the early and middle parts of the century prior, yielded no results.
Likewise, the search term Neel, included because of its use by a collateral genetic branch
in county Antrim during the period of study, yielded no results. Even the use of Neilin
instances among the fifteen results was sometimes side by side with Neill, from rent roll
spellings in prior decades. While the Belfast Newsletter records from 1738 to 1799 clearly
reflected a preference for the spelling Neill, it might have been the driving force for the
standardization of this spelling throughout Ulster.

Table 2. Records by Spelling Variants of Neill

Spelling Number % Search Strategy

Neill 84 82% |Research target

Neil 15 15% |Primary searchterm

Neal 2 2%  |Additional search term

Neall 1 1% Picked up by additional search term Neal
Niell 1 1% Picked up by additional search term Niel
Neale 0 0% Additional search term

Neel 0 0%  |Additional search term

Total 103 100%

Beyond the 103 records in Table 2, the Neil variant was found primarily in results of
shipping news as the surname of various captains coming into the port of Belfast.
Anecdotally and without tabulated evidence, it seems while Neill was standardizing for
surname spelling, Neil was standardizing for first name spelling. Records from southern
Ireland, shown in Part 7, shown no such standardizing trend. Similarly to southern Ireland
results, no such standardization was observed in prior studies of deeds in Ulster from this
period. Also from prior study, Quaker meeting records from this period pertaining to the
subject of this research, the Neill family of Tullylish parish, demonstrated a consistent use
of the spelling Neill by 1756. No cause and effect is inferred here.

The 103 Neill, Neil and variant records identified in Table 2 were then grouped into families
where multiple records indicated so, while 42 (41%) represented individuals with one-off
mentions. The individuals were analyzed further for traits and themes in Part 7.



Table 3. Records by Neill Family Groups, ranked, with placement in text

Family Group Number % Location from Records Text
Hamilton Neill family 23 22% Antrim, Down Part 2
Neill family - subject of inquiry 16 16% Down, Armagh, Monaghan Part3
Neill of Templepatrick 9 9% Antrim Part4
Neill of Ballymoney 5 5% Antrim Part5
Alexander Neill of Ballymacarret 3 3% Antrim, Down Part6
James Neill of Downpatrick 3 3% Down Part6
Neill of Carrickfergus 2 2% Antrim Part6
not family group aligned 42 41% Part7
Neill 103 100%
Part 2

Table 4. The family of Hamilton Neill, importers, in Belfast and county Down

Year FirstName  Surname Abstract County Belfast Newsletter, date and page
1755 James Neill stallion for stud, Lisbarnet Down Friday, May 23, 1755, p. 3
1757 James Neill farm sale Lisbarnet 62 acres, Ardmillan 80 acres Down Friday, June 24,1757 ,p. 4
1785 Hamilton Neill arrived from Rotterdam with goods Antrim Friday, July 29, 1785, p. 3
1788  Hamilton Neill father and son regarding North Carolina visit Antrim Friday, January 25,1788, p. 1
1788  Patrick Neill father and son regarding North Carolina visit Down Friday, January 25, 1788, p. 1
1789  Hamilton Neill party to court case in Belfast Antrim Friday, July 10, 1789, p. 3
1792  Hamilton Neill estate settle, late of Belfast, sale of Lisbarnet Antrim Tuesday, April17, 1792, p. 3
1792  Hamilton Neill estate settle, widow and sons, Lisbarnet Down Tuesday, May 08, 1792, p. 3
1797 Hamilton Neill land sale, Lisbarnet 62 acres Antrim Friday, June 16, 1797, p. 3
Hamilton Neill shipping notices about arrival of goods at port Antrim 14 individual entries

Hamilton Neill was the most prolific Neill name in the Belfast Newsletter during the 1700’s.
His commercial interests involved importing goods through the port of Belfast, which were
publicly announced. This item was typical of Neill’s offering:

Image 3

Strong Jamaica Rum & Cognac Brandy.
RRIVED to HAMILTON NEILL, a Quantity of
L A well-flavcared Jamaica Rum, by the Linen-Hall,
Capt. Dixon; alfo in the Induftry, Capt. Boyd, from
Bordeaux, a Parcel Cognac Brandy, Whitchaven Vine-
gar, and a few Bags of Shell Almonds. He is well fup-,
plied as ufual with Rum-Dee, Common ditto, Brand
and Gineva; ail of which will be.fold on the lowcH
T'erms. Belfaft, 8th March, r48s.

Image courtesy of irishnewsarchive.com

Based on land ownership, Hamilton was evidently the son of James Neill of Lisbarnet,
located south of Bangor and Newtownards in eastern county Down. In 1757, James
advertised sales of land in Lisbarnet near Comber and in Island Magee near Ardmillan.



Image 4

Ty o belet tor iuch’Y'erm of Years as may
: av.ccd on, by James Naill, the Farm he nov: poffefies
antaining 62 Acres; 'al!b)ﬁo Acres in
Ifland pic. Fee near A gmillan, both in the Col\my'of Do\vx.\.
Fach 1.a5 acod Duclling Honfes and Office Houfes.  Each will
be ferin \V hele or in Parcels from the firft of November neat.
- Dated May 23, 1757.

N. 5. Projofals will be reccived by the f2id James Neill, any
“Time belcre i ¢ faft of GEéleber next, and any who takes any of
fi'd L-cds,msy by puyiny a Finc in Proportion, Lave Abatement
cr L.2 Kent. ‘

Image courtesy of irishnewsarchive.com

In 1788, Patrick Neill directed correspondence to himself at Dromore, county Down, or to
Hamilton Neill, Belfast.

Image 5

F any of the Heirs of Owen Bready of North Caro-
lina, deceafed about twelve or fourteen years ago,
will immediately apply to Patrick Neill of Dromore, in
the county of Down, whe is jult [rom that place, and
intends to return the firlt opportunity, he can inforim
them of fomething confiderably to their advantage.
Said Bready is fuppofed to have come from about
Dublin.—Letters ;ro -paid) direéted to me at Dro-
more, or to Hamilton Necill, Belfall, will be duly an-
fwered. e a2
Dromore, 25th Jan, 1788,

Image courtesy of irishnewsarchive.com

In 1792 after Hamilton's death, his widow Ann publicly defended her interests against the
creditors of properties in North street, Belfast, and Lisbarnet. She wrote, concerning “the
property of Hamilton Neill: the purchaser is to take notice | [Ann Neill] hold a deed of
conveyance from the late James Neill and Patrick Neill his son dated 10th April 1777.”

Image 6

NOTICE
HE Sale of Mr Hamilton Necill's Concern in Bels
falt and Lifbarner, in the county of Down, adver-
tifed for the 16th inftant, is put off till a future day, of
which netice will he given.
We requeft a full Meeting of Mr. Neill's Credirors on
Thurlday next, at the Donegall Arms, ut 13 o'dock.
Belfaft, 15th May, 1793.
HUnH Mec. ILWAIN,
THOs. BROWN.

A-CAUTION. L.

AN Advertifement having appeared in the Belfaft

News-Letrer, purporting a fule of Lifbarnct, in the
county of Down, figned Hugh Me. lwean and ‘Thomas
Brown, the property of Hamiltan Neill 1 ‘The purchaler
is to take notice that I hold a deed of conveyance from
the late James Neill and Patrick Neil his fon, dated the
roth April, 31777, fur the fum of 740 8. which I will
proceed immediately for recuvery thereof.

WILLIAM CARLILE.
Bzllymartin, 12th May, 1793.

AVING feen an Advertiiement in the Beliuft News-

Letter and Northern Star, from Meflrs. M-llrrcan
and Thomas Brown, purporting a falc of the Tenements
in North-ftreet, Belfalt, now occupied by Meflrs. Banks
head, Emerfon, and Thobuarn, alfo, of Lifbarnetr in the
county Down, the property of Ham. Neill—The pure
chalcr is to take nouce, 1 have it in my power [o leave
any one of thefe concerns chargeable with 150l. which
may be feen by examining the Regifter Office, Dublin.

AN NEILL.
Lifbarnett, 13th May, 1792,

Image courtesy of irishnewsarchive.com
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Part 3

Table 5. The family of Neill linen drapers and horse sellers in counties Down, Armagh, and
Monaghan

Year FirstName Surname Abstract County Belfast Newsletter, date and page
1754  John Neill land in Ballymacanallen Down Friday, November 15, 1754, p. 2
1762  William Neill petition Lurgan drapers did not riot in Lisburn Armagh Friday, May 28, 1762, p. 3

1767  John, Jr. Neill horse pedigree Down Tuesday, April 21, 1767, p. 2

1767  John, Jr. Neill linen theft from McCreight in Gilford Down Tuesday, April 07, 1767, p. 3

1767  John, Jr. Neill dappled grey horse, of Moyallen near Gilford Down Friday, July 17, 1767, p. 3

1767  John Neill horse for sale (see, Alexander Neill, same pg) Down Friday, May 01, 1767, p. 2

1767  John, Jr. Neill horse sale, 'of Moyallen near Gilford' Down Friday, July 10, 1767, p. 3

1768  John Neil linen theft, signatory to reward offer unknown Tuesday, June 07,1768, p. 1

1769 John Neill horse sale, 'of the Ash Trees' near Tandragee Armagh Tuesday, May 30, 1769, p. 3

1795  William Neill linen inspector, Monaghan, full list signers Monaghan Monday, August 03, 1795, p. 3
1795  William Neill linen inspector of Co. Monaghan Monaghan Monday, August 24, 1795, p. 4
1795 W. Neill married Miss Purdy, Gilford Down Monday, August 24, 1795, p. 3
1795 John Neill linen inspector of Newry Down Monday, September 28, 1795, p. 1
1796  John Neill linen inspector, agent for land sale Armagh Monday, December 26, 1796, p. 1
1799 John Neill linen inspector of co. Armagh Armagh Tuesday, October 22, 1799, p. 3
1799 John Neill linen inspector dispute, of Rich-hill Armagh Tuesday, December 03, 1799, p. 1

In 1754, a lease to John Neill in Ballymacanallen expired and an advertisement was placed
in the Belfast Newsletter for proposals on parceling the seventy-acre plot. The bleach yard
and bucking house indicates linen production. Johnston was the owner of land in and
around Gilford, and McCreight the apparent leasee who had sub-let to Neill.

Advertisement. That the farm in Ballymacanallen, near Gillford in the
County of Down, formerly in the possession of Mr. John Neill, containing
seventy Irish acres, with a good bleach-yard and bucking-house, are to be
setinthe whole or in parcels from the first day of November instant for
such time as shall be agreed on. Proposals to be received by Messrs.
Andrew McCreight, or William Johnston of Gillford, aforesaid. Note, said
lands lie near the River Bann, within three miles of Tandragee, five of
Lurgan, four of Loughbrickland, eleven of Newry and seven of Rich hill.
Dated November 6, 1754.

Image 7

Advertifiment,

"THAT the Farm in BALLYMACANALLEN,

ncar Gillford in the County of Down, ‘formerly in the
Pofleflion of Mr. Jors NxiLr, containing feventy Lrifh deres,
with a good Bleach.yard and Bucking-houfe, arc to be Set
in the Wholcor in Parcels from the fiz@ Day of November
Inft. for fuch Time as fhall be agreed on. Propofals to he
reccived by Meflrs Anprew Mc. CREIGHT, OF WiLLiAM
Jonustox of Gillford, aforcfaid.

* Note, Said Lands lye near the River Bann, within three
Miles of Tandragee, five of Lurgan, four of Loughbricklard,
cleven of Newry and feven of Rich hill

Dated Novembes 6, 1754.

Image courtesy of irishnewsarchive.com
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In 1762, the linen weavers and manufacturers from ‘in and about’ Lurgan, county Armagh,
issued a statement they were notinvolved in the riots at the Lisburn marketplace. One of
the signers was William Neill.

Image 8

' THEREAS 2 repore prevails in fome places, as
W _falfeas it_ix feandalovs, That numbers of the
{in-p weavers sod manifa&turers in and about the town
of Lurgan were prefent at and concerned in a moft
.audacious and infolent Riot and difturbance that hap.
pened in Lifborn market laft Tuefday. WE think
it our duty, in ‘juftice to this place, and fupport of the
chara&ers of the linen manufa&turers and weavers, 10
‘declare, as the irath'is, “That to our knowledge not
oone fingle minufadurer or weaver from the town or

neighbaarhood of Lurgan was prefent at, or concerned
in faid riot and dillurbance.
. Given under, our hands at Lurgan, My 22, 1762

John Shaw - - : Edward Burke . Arthur Forde
Edward shaw . Chriftopher Byrne  James Forde
Ge ge Shaw Gesrge Willon ' Wm, Shaw

Mark Mazicre - .Thomas Turner . John Mienach

Thomas Hardin . , Jofeph Malcomfon. David Mazlere
Wiiliam Richardfon George Yonng | Archibald Shaw
Richard Beil  + Wiiiam Wifon  Thomas Shaw -

Jacob Kirk . W, Mazwell William Burke
Richard Enflace _ . Henry Greer James Bradfhaw
Ifaac Stane . John Kirk Samuel Peadin
James M'Cormick John Greer David Ruddeil

Samuel Turner . . Juhn Lawrence ~ Thomas Uther
John Turner, fenr, Robert Siewart

Fayid Malcomfon John Gaddis

erepi John Tuarner, junr. John Walte
Jofeph Mensgh  William Shaw John Crooks
Richard Humphres Samuel Henderfon  John Crooks, junr
solomon White ~ Mofes Bullock Abraham Wynue
Wm. Mider .°  john Fox Jaftph Wi fon
$lawkins Magill = Michael Shart Laurence Bellew

Image courtesy of irishnewsarchive.com

Between 1767 and 1769, there were seven records involving two John Neill men. Four from
1767 were from John Neill, Jr., from ‘Moyallen near Gilford’ in county Down offering reward
for the theft of linen from McCreight in Gilford and for the sale of a prize-winning horse. In
1769, John Neill, ‘of the Ash Trees near Tandragee’ in Armagh offered a horse for sale.

Image 9

““§ YO be lot to Mares this Seafon, by John Neill the younges, of
j_ Moyalica mesr Giliard, at had 3 Guinea Leaps and Trnial,
and a liridily Shilling to the Gruom ; the Money to be paid before
Covering, the acted dappled bay Hosle brought to this Kingdom
by Thomas Walpole, Efg, Heic fificen Hands and an haif high,
with 2 Inige Star, Ratch, ond Seip, 2nd both hind Feet whie, ex-
treamly besutiful and (trenp, as appesrs by bis Peslonnance. The
following is his Pedigree ¢ He was bred by Mr. Beavor ia Yorlk-
fhire, ouc of a Deughter of the Rald Gallowzy, ard got by the Doke
of Deventhire's Blaze, Son to bis Grace's Childers; at four Years
old ke, by the Name of Thial, won the Sgzkes a2 Andaver, confift-
ing of 450 Guineas, and there besr Lord Portmore's Ebeny, Mr,
Rogers's Rachel, and two athers; the fame Month 2t Chiping Nor-
ten he beat Vinam, Jobany Armflreng, and diflanced young Stan.
dard, Beverly Tom, aml Ciader Wenchy the Year bllowing he
beat Sir Metthew Featherftoa's Pariv, and tlro others g and the
mext Year, to wit, in 1761, he wes th: o Pounds for Hanters as
Prim, by the Name of Bobadill, Weight 12 Stone, and there beat
Gorges Lowther, Efgrs, noted Hode Grandy, with maay others;
sad hath covered Mares ever fince, at Courtown in the County of
Kildere until the Year (766, at two Guineas exch. He is excream-
ly fruitfal, and his Calts ave equal to thole got b%“’ other Horfe
in the Kiagdom, and cafi be exceeded by nenc for Beauty, Strength
3ad Boae, ‘There is good Grals conveniznt at a moderate Price.
Dated 1<th April, 1367,

Image courtesy of irishnewsarchive.com

7



Image 10

' ST ALLION s

'!I.‘I:_!'U?:!G SHUTTON, at Lifealinthy, within a Afile
of Lalleclare, at Hall o Guines and «5hiling. Good Grals
reay be hod on resonable Teeme. ) .

YOUMG FEARNOUGHT, at Robert Thomgpica's of
Brackinhili in the Parifh o Ballenderry, -nd Cowaty ol An-
wrim, st Half & Goleeu ong FHaif a Cipwn, =nd Si.t-pr:mzz
to ihe Boy, the Koney to be poid a5 the §irfk of Mioreh
n

EOUADILL. =t Jeln Mel'sof the A Trees nozr Tzn-
dragee. ut Half o Guines and Slisling.  The Money 1o
be paid belere eoverlng  Hiz Praigiee 1o be feen in the
ands of 1he Graam.

Image courtesy of irishnewsarchive.com

In August 1795, William Neill obtained the position of linen inspector for county Monaghan,
and wed Miss Purdy, daughter of Thomas of Gilford. Both items appeared on Monday,
August 24™, on different pages.

Image 11

LINEN TRADE.

\VE, the Lincp Buyers of the Counties of Antrim,
Arwmagh, and Down, who attend the diilerent
Marketz in the County Mtnaghan, do highly approve
of the falutary Regulations tor the Good of the Linen
I'rade which Wm. Neill, the Codnty Infpe@or, has
put in Pradlice in that County, 2greceable to the Linen
Laws, which being of great Advantage to the Fair Tra-
der : We do thercfore return him our fincere Thanks.
Given under our Hands this 3d day of Auguft, 1795.

[Signed by Fifty one Linca Buyers. ]

. NOTICL.

Image courtesy of irishnewsarchive.com

Image 12

TAARKIED, -
On Monday the 17th inft. Mr. \V. Ncill of Caftle
Hilly to the amiable and accomplifhcd Mirs Purdy,
daughter of Thos. Purdy, Eiq. of Gilford, Couuty
Down.

-

Image courtesy of irishnewsarchive.com



The following month, September 1795, John Neill, the third person by the name, became
linen inspector for the ‘Newry and Vicinity’, included in counties Down and Armagh. The
next year, Neillis linen inspector for county Armagh, residing there at Rich-hill.

Image 13

’I‘HE LINEN DRAPERS and MANUFACTURERS
are hereby infurmed, that (n contegnence ol 1he
death ot Archibald Lowry, late Lifpeor of Linen and
Yarn in the upper Diftiict of e County) the under-
nanwd InfpeQlors are apprinted to teke Charpe of the
Miakets unal the plesfere of the Linen Board is known
refpecting the vacancy :

Wiliam Loyd=—Xillkeel and the Vicinity,

John Kelfey——-Banbridge and Vicinity.

John Netll —— .ewry and Vicinny.

The Marker of Rathiryland has been annexed to th=
Infver_ Didrick, and the Fiax Claimants i the vpper
Liltrict dre 10 apply 1o Wiltium Boyd fur payment, dclc.

Lurgan, zoib july, 2755,

. .o J-. GREER,
befpecior Geaeral,

Image courtesy of irishnewsarchive.com

Image 14

TO BE LET, FOR EVER,

Frem: firff Newember inflant,

I'N AHORY, filty-fix Acres of Land, with 2 fall for
three ever-fhot wheele; if on the new conftruction,
rqual to finith 10005 pieces of fine linens in the feafon,
having plenty of fpring-water. There are two houfes
built ; one with a double wath-mill, two pair of rubbing=
boards, and a heetlina-engine : the other with a beetling-
engine and a flax-mill; there are cight bicachers houfes
on the lands: 1t i, within two miles of Rich-hill, two
of Taodragee, fic of Armagh, cight of Lurean, and cle-
ven of Newry, and within a mle of turf-bog, at one
euinea per acre.  Apply to Jobn Neill of Rich-hill, Ta-
fpector, or K. Atkiuton, the proprictor, H. Hall, near
Charlemont.
. November 3-th, 1796.

Image courtesy of irishnewsarchive.com

In 1799, there was a claim of unfair treatment from a linen manufacturer, William Bleakley,
to which John Neill responded as linen inspector.

Image 15

NOTICE.

‘N]HERE:\S John Neill, who afts as Infpefiar of

_ Brown Linen, for the County Armagh, prodaced
one Pizce of Linen fealed by me, before Geo. Perry, Ffq.
Sovereign of Armagh, ene End of which there was up-
wards ..f two Yards cut, znd forged Uigures pnt thereon,
in Order to have a Fine levied againft me.~Now 1 1hink
it my Duty ¢ give Natice to the different Magifirates of
the Conuty of Arm-gh, and clfewhere, to levy no Fire
again®t my Cendndl. ia Scalinog Brown Livens, withaat
firit duly furnmening me, otherwite 1 do not Jook on myGeif
fofe in holding my Appointracnt.

Armegh, O&uber 13, 1799. WM. BLEAKLEY.

Image courtesy of irishnewsarchive.com
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Part 4

Image 16

AVING f[cen an advertifement in the Belfdt News-
Letter, dated 13th O&ober inft. and figned William
Bleakly, infinuating that 1 had cut a pizce of Brown Li-
nen, and forged figures thereon, for the purpofe of hav
ing a fine impofed upon and levied from faid Bleakly, I
think it nceeflary for this time only, let what will.in fu-
ture appear in public with fuch a figaature, 10 "ftate the
fimple fats, which are—that the faid Bleakly has vcrg
he “of-

often appeared to have mifconduc@ed himfelf in t
fice of Scal-Mafler of Brown Linen, which .made it ne-
ceflary for me,to have him frequently fined. which is the

reafon of the prefent malicions and uafounded attack :—

- - - - -r. ) . .
and as to the.picce of linen mentioned iu his" advertile-

ment, it was handed tomc in the (tate’ it appeared ‘beforé
the Sovercignf Armagi, in faid Bleakly’s prefence, by

Mr.

ohn Mulligan, of the county of Down, a reputable

merchant, for the purp»fc of having a fine impofed on

the Seal-Mafller; whlich woyld have bee

faid Bleakly faithfully promifed not in

linen of his [ealio

fa

done, had not
ture to lgt any
appewr without his feal at both ends

VHN NEILL, Co. Armagh lulpc&or.

Rich-hill, 29th O&. 1799.

Image courtesy of irishnewsarchive.com

Table 6. The Neill family of Templepatrick, including a teacher and student

Year FirstName Surname Abstract County Belfast Newsletter, date and page
1768  William Neil tenant in land sale, Templepatrick Antrim Tuesday, December 20, 1768, p. 3
1768  William Neil tenant in land sale Rickamore, Templepatrick Antrim Tuesday, December 20, 1768, p. 3
1768 James Neill tenant land sale Rickamore, parish Templepatrick Antrim Tuesday, July 19, 1768, p. 2

1768 James Neill tenant in land sale Templepatrick parish Antrim Tuesday, December 20, 1768, p. 3
1785 W. Neil slating the meeting house roof, Templepatrick Antrim Tuesday, August 02, 1785, p. 3

1785 W. Neil opened school at Templepatrick Antrim Tuesday, August 02, 1785, p. 2

1790 Robert Neill Telfair's student of Hercules st., Belfast Antrim Friday, October 22, 1790, p. 1

1791 Charles Neil Telfair's student of Templepatrick Antrim Tuesday, February 01,1791, p. 1

1792  Samuel Neill Telfair's student of Anodoyne unknown Tuesday, October 30, 1792, p. 3 J

In 1768 in Templepatrick parish, James resided in Rickamore townland and William in

Rickamore and Templepatrick townlands. The two entries for William might have been the

same person. James had the spelling Neill, while William was Neil. Both versions seemed
to have been used. In 1785, W. Neill (possibly William and another generation) provided
roofing for the meeting house and opened a school. Of the three students between 1790
and 1792 at Telfair’s school, Charles is identified as being from Templepatrick while Robert
and Samuel also attended. This nexus, however, does not indicate relationship.
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In prior research by the author, dating to the 1970s, it was determined his lineage was not
descended from Neill of Templepatrick.
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Part 5

Table 7. The family of Neill near linen works and innkeeper at Ballymoney

Year FirstName Surname Abstract County Belfast Newsletter, date and page
1756  Samuel Neil tenant in Ballymoney, land sale Antrim Friday, June 18, 1756, p. 2

1790  Samuel Neill lands to be sold at auction, tenants Antrim Friday, February 26, 1790, p. 4

1790 Samuel Neill tenant Ballymoney, mention bleach greens Antrim Friday, May 28, 1790, p. 4

1790 Samuel Neill tenant in Ballymoney, land sale Antrim Friday, June 25, 1790, p. 4

1799  William Neill innkeeper of Ballymoney Antrim Tuesday, October 22, 1799, p. 4 .

In 1756, Samuel Neil was a tenant on land placed for sale. It seems Samuel Neill in 1790
was a subsequent generation. Note the shiftin spelling from Neil to consistently Neill.
William Neill, in 1799, was an innkeeper in Ballymoney and possibly the third generation.
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In prior research by the author, dating to the 1970s, it was determined his lineage was not

descended from Neill of Ballymoney.
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L.ands to bhe sold,
B1 AUCTION.

N Thufday the firt day of April nest, at the houfe
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the b erching Luracis, d4s the fonds wicnearly central on
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thc two mel cucwline brovn hnen maikers in the county
ol Antrum,  Villany BEwon, o ol the tenants of thoele
Landz, will sLew them,  Feor puther particulars spplica-
tivn to be madeto air. J. Cherch, pnear Newtown-Lime-
vaddy, 4
*.* The faic of the lands in the above advertifement,
is agjourncd 1o 7] tuilday the 2jthantt (.

zted this 1t of April, 1790.
7 The Saic of the abiove lands 1 (urthsr adjourn-
ed to Thu:fday the Lrit day ot July next, when the
will be percmptenidy fulid, -
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Table 8. Alexander Neill of Ballymacarret, now Belfast, county Down

Year FirstName  Surname Abstract County Belfast Newsletter, date and page
1749  Alexander Neill tenantin land sale, 2 acres & field, Ballymacarret Down Sunday, March 09, 1749, p. 3

1750  Alexander Neill rent roll land sale, Ballymacarret Down Monday, March 30, 1750, p. 3

1761  Alexander Neill deceased, settle estate, Ballymacarret, Belfast  Down Friday, August 07, 1761, p. 3

Alexander was possibly among those entries of the name found in Table 12.
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Avguft, 1701, AL:XANDER DEAN
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Table 9. James Neill, clothing merchant and shipping agent, of Downpatrick, county Down

Year FirstName  Surname Abstract County  Belfast Newsletter, date and page
1789 James Neill business haberdashery, Downpatrick Down Friday, November 06, 1789, p. 1

1791 James Neill starting haberdasher business, Downpatrick Down Tuesday, January 18, 1791, p. 4

1795 James Neill merchant and shipping, Downpatrick Down Monday, April 13, 1795, p. 3 J

Table 10. Robert and Samuel Neill, petitioners, of Carrickfergus, county Antrim

Year First Name  Surname Abstract County Belfast Newsletter, date and page

1796 Robert Neill petitioner from Carrickfergus, 1796 Antrim Friday, October 28, 1796, p. 3

1796  Samuel Neill petitioner from Carrickfergus, 1796 Antrim Friday, October 28, 1796, p. 3 J
Part7

Table 11. Earliest Neill records not identifiable in a family or grouping of more than two

Year FirstName Surname Theme Abstract County Belfast Newsletter, date and page
1749 James Neill land sale tenant with 86 acres in land sale, Ballymiscaw Down Wednesday, January 08, 1749, p. 3
1749 James Neill land sale estate Capt. Ross of Down, tenant at Ballymiscaw Down Sunday, January 26, 1749, p. 3

1755 James Neall commerce Yyarn buying hours in Dromore, typeset unclear Down Tuesday, March 04, 1755, p. 5

1756  Alexander Neill horses horse stolen near Ballycross near Donaghdee Down Friday, November 19, 1756, p. 3
1757  Elizabeth Neill left husband left husband William Fitzgerald unknown  Friday, May 06, 1757, p. 2

1757 Mrs. Neill commerce  selling two ships, of Ann Street, Belfast Antrim Tuesday, September 13, 1757, p. 3
1758 Henry Neil landsale  tenantin Lurgan, nearby Tole O'Neil Armagh  Tuesday, October 24, 1758, p. 3

Henry Neil was possibly an O’Neil, being near-neighbor to Tole O’Neil in county Armagh.
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Table 12. Neill records not identifiable in a family or grouping of more than two, sorted by

first name
Year First Name Surname Theme Abstract County Belfast Newsletter, date and page
1756  Alexander Neill horses horse stolen near Ballycross near Donaghdee Down Friday, November 19, 1756, p. 3
1761  Alexander Neill horses horse sale, Lismuraty near Strancum Antrim Tuesday, May 26, 1761, p. 3
1767  Alexander Neill horses horses for sale (John, Alexander) unknown  Friday, May 01, 1767, p. 2
1767  Alexander Neill horses horse stud, Mullaghbrack, Ballymecally parish Armagh Friday, April 10, 1767, p. 2
1768 Ann Neill left husband left husband John Stevenson, Kinbally in Skerry Antrim Friday, July 15, 1768, p. 2
1794  Catherine Neill left husband left husband James Thompson of Ballyclog Tyrone Friday, November 21, 1794, p. 1
1796 Charles Neill political house destroyed by Orangemen at Derrytrasna Armagh Friday, January 22, 1796, p. 3
1785 Daniel Neil political Freeholders petitioning parliament, "Dan." Down Tuesday, January 04, 1785, p. 1
1792 Daniel Neill land sale rent roll, land sale Ballyharty, Newtownards Down Friday, June 15,1792, p. 3
1757  Elizabeth Neill left husband left husband William Fitzgerald unknown  Friday, May 06, 1757, p. 2
1798  Henry Neal political church-warden of Clonallen, petitioner to king Down Friday, January 26, 1798, p. 1
1758  Henry Neil land sale tenant in Lurgan, nearby Tole O'Neil Armagh Tuesday, October 24, 1758, p. 3
1794 ). Neill student Mr Alexander's school, student, Belfast Antrim Friday, July 04, 1794, p. 3
1749 James Neill land sale tenant with 86 acres in land sale, Ballymiscaw Down Wednesday, January 08, 1749, p. 3
1749  James Neill landsale  estate Capt. Ross of Down, tenant at Ballymiscaw Down Sunday, January 26, 1749, p. 3
1755 James Neall commerce yarn buying hours in Dromore, typeset unclear Down Tuesday, March 04, 1755, p. 5
1766 James Neill land sale clover field rent at Innishargie in Ards peninsula Down Tuesday, April 29, 1766, p. 2
1768 James Niell commerce kelp for sales at Greyabby Antrim Friday, July 15, 1768, p. 2
1769 John Neill land sale rent roll land sale, Scredhavren in Killean parish Antrim Friday, August 18, 1769, p. 1
1789  John Neill horses horse stolen near Randalstown Antrim Friday, August 21, 1789, p. 2
1797 John Neil political hanged during rebellion Monaghan Friday, September 15, 1797, p. 2
1788  Mary Neil crime news of trialinvolving rape, perjury unknown Tuesday, December 16, 1788, p. 4
1788 Mary Neil crime news report 13 yo rape victim unknown Tuesday, December 23, 1788, p. 3
1765 Matthew Neal land sale rent roll land sale, Craigs in Kilconway barony Antrim Tuesday, September 24, 1765, p. 2
1757 Mrs. Neill commerce selling two ships, of Ann Street, Belfast Antrim Tuesday, September 13, 1757, p. 3
1767 Mrs. Neill commerce baggage arrived unknown  Tuesday, October 13, 1767, p. 2
1764  Mrs. Jane Neill commerce of Killyleagh, customer of Hugh Bellin Dublin Down Friday, July 06, 1764 ,p. 3
1768  Patrick Neill commerce  moving hosier business Downpatrick to Dromore  Down Tuesday, July 19, 1768, p. 3
1798  Patrick Neill political reward subscribers, rebels steal arms, Drumbo Down Monday, March 26, 1798, p. 1
1798  Patrick Neill political petitioner against military, Hill-Hall in Drumbo Down Friday, January 19, 1798, p. 1
1798  Ros [sp?] Neill political petitioner offering reward from rebel theft, Belfast Antrim Friday, January 19, 1798, p. 3
1790 Robert Neill court court case, 'Robert Nickle, otherwise Neill' Antrim Tuesday, October 19, 1790, p. 3
1791 Robert Neil commerce selling oats at Cultra near Holywood Down Tuesday, September 27,1791, p. 4
1768  Samuel Neill crime servant from Lisburn theft Antrim Tuesday, July 19, 1768, p. 2
1769 Samuel Neill commerce back from Dublin and started business in Lisburn ~ Antrim Tuesday, February 21, 1769, p. 3
1788  Samuel Neill landsale  farm 15 acres Corncastle lease, for sale Antrim Tuesday, July 08, 1788, p. 4
1799 Thomas Neill political pro-union petitioner for United Kingdom Antrim Friday, October 11, 1799, p. 1
1769  William Neil crime petitioner offering reward for theft in Ballymartin ~ Antrim Friday, October 06, 1769, p. 4
1786  William Neill political supporting loyalist parade in Belfast Antrim Friday, July 14, 1786, p. 3
1789  William Neill landsale  leasehold of building next to Linen Hall, Belfast Antrim Friday, January 23, 1789, p. 4
1790  William Neill commerce innkeeper at Ballycastle near Dunluce Antrim Friday, December 24, 1790, p. 3
1791  William Neil commerce yarn buying hours in Ballyclare Antrim Friday, October 07,1791, p. 4

Table 13. Subset of records in Table 12, sorted by variant spelling (not Neill)

Year FirstName Surname Theme Abstract County Belfast Newsletter, date and page
1798 Henry Neal political church-warden of Clonallen, petitioner to king Down Friday, January 26, 1798, p. 1

1765  Matthew Neal land sale rent roll land sale, Craigs in Kilconway barony Antrim Tuesday, September 24, 1765, p. 2
1755 James Neall commerce yarn buying hours in Dromore, typeset unclear Down Tuesday, March 04, 1755, p. 5
1785 Daniel Neil political Freeholders petitioning parliament, "Dan." Down Tuesday, January 04, 1785, p. 1
1797 John Neil political hanged during rebellion Monaghan Friday, September 15, 1797, p. 2
1788 Mary Neil crime news of trialinvolving rape, perjury unknown Tuesday, December 16, 1788, p. 4
1788 Mary Neil crime news report 13 yo rape victim unknown Tuesday, December 23, 1788, p. 3
1791 Robert Neil commerce selling oats at Cultra near Holywood Down Tuesday, September 27,1791, p. 4
1769  William Neil crime petitioner offering reward for theft in Ballymartin  Antrim Friday, October 06, 1769, p. 4
1758 Henry Neil land sale  tenantin Lurgan, nearby Tole O'Neil Armagh  Tuesday, October 24,1758, p. 3
1791  William Neil commerce yarn buying hours in Ballyclare Antrim Friday, October 07,1791, p. 4
1768 James Niell commerce kelp for sales at Greyabby Antrim Friday, July 15, 1768, p. 2
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In Table 13, variant spellings were relatively few and mostly Neill, and followed no
particular pattern. From Table 12, Robert “Nickle, otherwise Neill” likely had unwed
parents.
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Table 14. Subset of records in Table 12, elaborating on the political theme, and whether

likely to have opposed or supported the British government

Year First Name Surname Theme Abstract County Belfast Newsletter, date and page
1796 Charles Neill oppose house destroyed by Orangemen at Derrytrasna Armagh Friday, January 22, 1796, p. 3

1785 Daniel Neil support Freeholders petitioning parliament, "Dan." Down Tuesday, January 04, 1785, p. 1

1798  Henry Neal support church-warden of Clonallen, petitioner to king Down Friday, January 26, 1798, p. 1

1797  John Neil oppose hanged during rebellion Monaghan Friday, September 15, 1797, p. 2
1798  Patrick Neill support reward subscribers, rebels steal arms, Drumbo Down Monday, March 26, 1798, p. 1

1798  Patrick Neill unclear petitioner against military, Hill-Hallin Drumbo Down Friday, January 19, 1798, p. 1

1798  Ros[sp?] Neill support petitioner offering reward from rebel theft, Belfast Antrim Friday, January 19, 1798, p. 3

1799 Thomas Neill support pro-union petitioner for United Kingdom Antrim Friday, October 11, 1799, p. 1

1786  William Neill support supporting loyalist parade in Belfast Antrim Friday, July 14, 1786, p. 3 4

First names were a poor indicator of political alignment: 2 of 9 who might have opposed the

government were Charles and John, while the two Patrick entries were either unclear or

indicate support of the government. Surname spelling variants were not indicative.

Table 15. Subset of records in Table 12, individuals not from counties Down or Antrim

Year First Name Surname Theme Abstract County Belfast Newsletter, date and page
1767  Alexander Neill horses horse stud, Mullaghbrack, Ballymecally parish Armagh Friday, April 10, 1767, p. 2

1796 Charles Neill political house destroyed by Orangemen at Derrytrasna Armagh Friday, January 22, 1796, p. 3

1758 Henry Neil land sale tenant in Lurgan, nearby Tole O'Neil Armagh Tuesday, October 24, 1758, p. 3
1797  John Neil political hanged during rebellion Monaghan Friday, September 15, 1797, p. 2
1794  Catherine Neill left husband left husband James Thompson of Ballyclog Tyrone Friday, November 21,1794, p. 1
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Of these five records in Table 15, three were from county Armagh and one each from
counties Monaghan and Tyrone. This indicates there were few Neill or Neil families who
were Ulster Scots living outside countries Antrim and Down.

Table 16. Additional records of Neill and variants from southern Ireland

Year FirstName  Surname Theme Abstract County Belfast Newsletter, date and page
1785  [blank] Neil political Counsellor Neil spoke in Parliament Dublin Tuesday, February 08, 1785, p. 2

1766  George, Jr. Neil commerce letter about Russian commerce Dublin Friday, August 08, 1766, p. 2

1754  John Neil, Neal commerce stage coach, Yorkminster Inn Dublin Tuesday, June 11, 1754, p. 4

1757  John Neill crime robbed of horse, Yorkminster Inn, Capel street Dublin Friday, May 27,1757, p. 3

1767  John Neill crime attacked by a group of men Kilkenny  Tuesday, October 13, 1767, p. 2

1798  [blank] Neill political innkeeper at Carrick on Suir, rebellion of 1798 Tipperary Friday, August 03, 1798, p. 4

1754  [blank] Neile political news involving "papist priest" Tipperary Tuesday, April 16, 1754, p. 3

1793  Patrick Neill political murder of British soldier in Wexford Wexford  Friday, August 02, 1793, p. 4

1798 James Neil political court case indicating rebellious actions Wicklow  Monday, March 26, 1798, p. 3

Beyond the 103 records of interest, nine records were identified pertaining to parts of
Ireland south of Ulster. These were generally news accounts involving politics, crime, and
commerce mentioning an individual named Neill. There was no consistent spelling of the
surname, including one record using John Neil and John Neal for the same person. These
records were from Dublin, Kilkenny, Tipperary, Wexford, and Wicklow.

16



