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Introduction

This paper reexamines the origins of the Neill families associated with the Lurgan Quaker
Meeting in seventeenth-century Ulster. Quaker records, deeds, genealogies, oral traditions,
and Y-DNA and autosomal DNA evidence demonstrate that individuals later remembered
as members of a single biological family actually represented several distinct paternal
lineages. The traditional genealogy of the Lurgan Neills is therefore incorrect in important
respects: some of its documented lines of descent combine families that were socially
related but not descended through the same paternal line.

These discrepancies should not be understood simply as errors in oral tradition or
genealogy. DNA research is increasingly revealing that historical family identities could
reflect social relationships as well as biological descent.' The collapse of the Gaelic
political order after 1603, followed by the Ulster Plantation, warfare, migration and
continuing social insecurity, disrupted established communities and created new
relationships among both native Irish and planter populations. Within this setting,
marriage, migration, economic association, and participation in the close-knit Religious
Society of Friends may have encouraged distinct Neill families to present themselves—and
eventually to understand themselves—as members of a broader kindred. Their shared
social and spiritual identity was later incorporated into a traditional genealogy that traced
several origins to John Neill, or O’Neill, of Lurgan Meeting.

The evidence examined here provides a framework for reconstructing the origins of this
extended Neill kindred and for reconciling its traditional genealogy with the genetic
evidence of modern descendants. Part | discusses four founding lineages identified
through DNA testing and the documentary record. Part |l presents these relationships
visually through charts and figures, together with supporting DNA evidence. Further Y-DNA
and autosomal DNA research will be necessary to connect additional genealogical lines

1



with their appropriate founding lineages and to refine our understanding of how the Neill
kindred developed.

Part | : Founders

Figure 1. Traditional genealogy of Lurgan Meeting Quakers
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Figure 2. Traditional genealogy of Lurgan Meeting Quakers, with Y DNA juxtaposition
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Traditional genealogies of Neill members of the Quaker Meeting at Lurgan, co. Armagh,
shown in Figure 1 are sometimes incorrect. Y DNA testing identified claims from four
distinct Neill lineages shown in Figure 2, one of which (in pink) is a case of mistaken
identity. These results are unambiguous. Haplogroups I2a, I12b, R1a, R1b are not near
kindred; they represent four human branches formed between 23,000 and 48,000 years
ago (ya) as measured by the Time to Most Recent Common Ancestor (TMRCA).

William Neill, atop Figure 2, from Leicestershire, England, settled at Mountmellick in co.
Laois. Thomas Neill was of a displaced native Irish O’Neill family from Tyrone, who lived in
Fermanagh and later Gloucester. James was of a Neal family dating to the fifteenth century,
likely in Gloucestershire. William Neill, at bottom, appears of MacNeil Scottish origin.

John Neill, son of Thomas, of Clare Townland, Tullylish Parish, Co. Down, 1694

The first record of the Neill family in Irish Quaker records was in 1690 at Ballyhagan
Meeting, county Armagh, when John Neill witnessed the 4 June wedding of William
Richardson of Egralougher and Mary Calvert of Turcarra, both of Loughgall parish. It can be
inferred from this record that John Neill resided in or near Loughgall parish. Also attending
that day was Robert Hoope' and Mary Boys, who would both come to play important roles
in John’s life events. ™

In 1692, Robert Hoope of Lurgan Meeting provided funds to John Neill to help him move. At
the Lurgan Meeting on 8 October, “John Neall having a minde to remove with his family to
beyond Charlemont, & being poore, friends have consented that Robart Hoope give him
Twenty Shill. Out of friends collection money for assistance in his removeing.” ¥
Charlemont is southwest of Lurgan and near Loughgall. It is unknown who the other family
members were who moved with John. Soon after, John Neill attended Mary Boys’s wedding
to John Porter on 8 December 1692 also at Ballyhagan. John Porter was from Lurgan,
Shankill parish, co. Armagh and Mary was from Drumilly, Loughgall parish.

The next year, in 1693, John Neill was residing in Shankill parish, co. Armagh, when he was
required to pay a cess for the Church of Ireland in Lurgan. He paid 3 pence, placing him in
the lowest 25% of assessable wealth, and paying the same as Shane O’Neill ' who was
identified as one of the few Catholics in Lurgan." This record also means since John was of
legal age by 1693, he was born no later than 1672.

Sixteen months after the Boys-Porter wedding, John Neill wed at Lurgan. He had
announced his intention to marry at the “men and womens meetings near Ballymoney”,
meaning the Ballinacree meeting in county Antrim. The certificate from the men’s meeting

"The name Shane O’Neill is rendered John Neill in the English language.
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was provided by William Porter, which was required to demonstrate that Friends from the
bride’s meeting agreed to the marriage. Ballinacree weekly meeting was established in
1673 and was part of the Antrim monthly meeting. County Antrim had two meetings at the
time: Ballinacree on the Vow road near Ballymoney and Lower Grange near Portglenone
and Antrim town."

John Neill married Esther Reford, daughter of Lewis, on 3 April 1694. He was born in
Enniskillen, co. Fermanagh, the son of Thomas and Elizabeth Neill of Gloucester, England.?
Although not directly stated, itis inferred since they were named in the record that Thomas
and Elizabeth were Quakers." The Reford (Rafford, Refort, Radford) family were Quakers
from Antrim town in co. Antrim.*“1693/4, 7*" day 15t month. At our particular Men’s Meeting
held at Lurgan the 7" day 15t month. John Neill this day presenting himself hath laid his
intention of marriage with Ester Rafford before this meeting and nothing appearing to
obstruct his said intention it’s the consent of this meeting that he also by said intention
before the men and womens meetings near Ballymoney, and that William Porter give him a

”»x

certificate to friends there of his declaring his so intention to this meeting.

After marrying in 1694, John and Esther resided in Lurgan, Shankill parish, then part of
Clanbrassil territory, and now in Oneilland East barony, co. Armagh. Rebecca, their first
child was born in Lurgan in 1695. Also in 1695, the Lurgan meeting house described as
“Maddens tenamont on ye south end of town of Lurgan upon a copy hold lease from Esq.
Brownlowe in the name of Robert Hoope” was decided to be replaced. John Neill
contributed 1 pound, 8 shilling to build the new meeting house in Lurgan.” John Neill was a
regular participant in the men’s preparative meetings, and in 1696, he was among the
nineteen members who disowned John Christy.

John and Esther Neill resided in Clare townland, Tullylish parish, county Down, by 1697
when their second child, Thomas, was born.“" Quakers were persecuted for refusing to pay
tithes to the established church; their property was confiscated, books burned, and many
of them were imprisoned. Quakers made records of these sufferings and compensated
individuals, since authorities took property from any individual Quaker on the behalf of all
Quakers. “Anno 1699. County of Down. John Neil had taken from him for tithe by the said
Demster and for of Dean Lashly and Archdeacon Jenny twenty nine and a half stocks of
oats twenty nine stocks of wheat all worth six pounds.” "

2Thomas and Elizabeth Neall were ‘relations’ of Mary Neal who married 7 June 1708 to Charles Shingler at
Sodbury Meeting in Gloucester, England, findmypast.ie.
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The couple had three surviving sons born in Clare after the infant deaths of sons Thomas
and Samuel; Joseph also later died as an infant. John was born 13 June 1701, Lewis born 22
September 1704 and William born 21 April 1711.%

John Neill was a linen draper from Clare, or fully Clarecleneconnell, when “failing in his
circumstances” he executed a series of land transactions from 1728 to 1730. These sales
showed that John’s first lease was in 1712, and mentioned sons William, John Junior, and
Lewisina 1718 deed.” The 1730 deed in which John conveys land to Lewis is called “Neill
to O’Neill”, and the magistrate was scrupulous in establishing the identity of John as
O’Neillwho no longer used the ‘O’. In this single document, he is variously called John
Neal, John ONeil, Jon Neal and John Niel, and he signed his name John Neil. His son is
called Lewis ONeil and Lewis Niel.™" A week later the land was conveyed to John
Williams. Vi

John and Lewis emigrated about 1730 to Philadelphia, Pennsylvania and by 1733 they were
in Virginia.™* John died at Frederick (present-day Clarke) County, Virginia in 1750, and
Lewis died there in 1776. Lewis was buried at the Hopewell Meetinghouse burial ground in
Hopewell, Virginia.” William apparently remained in Clare.?

John Neill of Antrim Monthly Meeting, 1695

John and Esther Neill might have had a common connection to Ballinacree meeting as this
was not only where her Reford family’s meeting was, there was a local Quaker Neill family.
Records of Quaker sufferings recorded for the Antrim monthly meeting show that Thomas
Neill suffered each year from 1695 to 1698 by having crops taken by the authorities. (This
Thomas could not be John of Lurgan Meeting’s father, as he then resided in Gloucester,
England.)

Also in the Antrim monthly meeting records, John Neill in Kilraghts (Killraith) parish had
oats, barley and hay taken from him in 1695.*" John Neill of ‘Kilraghts Parish’ died the next
year, as his Will was recorded in Connor diocese in 1696, and was likely this Quaker as
there were no more such Quaker records. If there was a surviving male lineage from John,
they had left Kilraghts by the 1855 to 1875 time frame, as documented below.

In Kilraghts there was also the prominent and well-documented plantation family of Adam
Neill (b. 1683). They were originally from Scotland, settled on land of Macdonnell, Earl of
Antrim, while their family—in 1875—‘has always been Presbyterian’ " A second John Neill
died in Connor diocese in 1699,°" who was likely John Neale of Kilraghts (Kilvaghlis) found
in the co. Antrim Hearth Money Rolls of 1665.* The hearth tax applied to all properties with

3 See Appendix for timeline of John Neill of Lurgan Meeting.
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a hearth, but very low-value properties were excluded with an unknown effect on its
comprehensiveness. Sometime between 1855 and 1875, a local descendant of Adam Neill
wrote, “Mrs. Robinson [Jenny Neill] says they were all very fond of emigrating, and that
there is not a family of the name of Neill in that neighborhood (Kilraughts).”

The Antrim Meeting records infer that John Neill was the elder of the two and possibly
Thomas Neill was his son; this would make them, respectively, contemporaries of Thomas
Neill and his son John O’Neill or Neill of Lurgan Meeting. Speculatively, John of Kilraghts
and Thomas of Gloucester might have been brothers, and if their father was also in
Gloucester or elsewhere in England, it would be consistent with the family tradition of
being an O’Neill and having left Ireland for England before being in Belfast. Aside from
raising this possibility, there is no evidence for this relationship. Answers might be awaiting
in archival storage or genetic data, but for now it’s best to respect the lessons of prior
generations and avoid connecting these two dots at the risk they are not related.

Samuel Neill of Belfast, co. Antrim, 1839

Belfast, co. Antrim, grew quickly in the mid-1800’s from a port city into an industrial one,
drawing migrants from throughout Ulster. It would be expected that Thomas of Gloucester’s
descendants might have migrated into Belfast from in or around Clare in co. Down and John
of Kilraghts descendants from rural co. Antrim into Belfast. No record explicitly identifies
the locational origin of the author’s ancestor, Samuel Neill, prior to Belfast in 1839.

Samuel Neill, born about 1809, died on 22 October 1889, age 80 years in Belfast.*i In
1839, he was a grocer at Peter’s Hill in Belfast.* Samuel Neill married Sarah Jane Percy,*™
4who was born about 1813 in Ballyboley townland of Ballyeaston parish, Ballycor civil
parish, co. Antrim, the daughter of John Percy and Sarah (Sara).* Ballyboley is located in
rural co. Antrim, fifteen miles north of Belfast. There is no early record of Samuel, nor
marriage record. The first surviving child of Samuel and Sarah Jane Percy was James Percy
Neill, born 1841 in Belfast.* His is the only record for their family found in the vicinity of
Ballyeaston, who as a freemason, moved from lodge #246 in Broughshane to lodge #609 in
Belfastin 1883.*" Broughshane is nineteen miles northwest of Ballyeaston, near
Ballymena.

Sarah Jane Neill’s parents, John and Sarah Percy, were included in the census enumerated
by the First Ballyeaston Presbyterian Church in 1813. They were both born about 1784 and
resided in Ballyboley townland, and he was a schoolmaster.* |[n 1826, John was
described as schoolmaster of a paid Presbyterian school in Ballyeaston, built of stone and
lime, earning £20 annually.*" Their family comprised Elisabeth born about 1804, Samuel

4 See full family history. Jon Patraic Neill, Chronicle of the Neill Family, Volume One, 2019, Tampa, Florida.
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born about 1806, Ann born about 1808, Margret born about 1811, and Sara Jane who was
age 3 months in 1813.* Later, son John (Jr.) was baptised 11 July 1816.* John Percy (Sr.)
was a freemason and his residence can be tracked according to his lodge membership:
1811 Ballymoney lodge #725, 1814 and 1818 Ballyeaston-Ballyclare lodge #713, 1825
Ballyboley-Ballyeaston lodge #238. Percy men Samuel, James and Thomas were with John
in the 1814 lodge. > The Ballyeaston-area Presbyterians and freemasons were particularly
strong supporters of the United Irishmen in their 1798 rebellion against the Crown.®

Autosomal DNA analysis using the Ancestry site confirms descent from the Percy family of
Ballyeaston. Using cluster analysis, descendants of Samuel Neill and Sarah Jane Percy
were identified, and then Neill descendants eliminated. A remaining relative sharing 10cM
in one segment of DNA was user J.G. by gsgilkey whose great-great-grandmother was Lillie
Percy, born 1831 in Ballyeaston. Vi

James Neill of Ballyboley, co. Antrim, 1816

Given the loss of Irish records that present a brickwall in documenting ancestry before
1800, it can only be surmised that James Neill of Ballyboley was the father of Samuel Neill.
James was the only Neill family found in Ballyboley townland or Ballyeaston parish.** Irish
naming custom supports this identification: the firstborn son of Samuel and Sarah Jane
was James, which matches the paternal grandfather (James Neill), and their second-born
John matches the maternal grandfather’s name (John Percy).

James Neill leased farmland from the Marquis of Donegall in Ballyboley townland,
Ballyeaston parish, co. Antrim, on 1 July 1816 containing 8 acres 3 roods 11 perches with
annual rent of £1.2.8.* He resided there ca. 1826-7 when his share of the parish tithe to the
established church was three shillings, five pence, an amount that reflected the value of
his leasehold property. Of the 18 individuals listed in Ballyboley, only one property was
valued lower and tithes for nearby Percy leaseholds were similar, suggesting comparable
socio-economic status.

The absence of any Neill family from the 1813 Ballyeaston Presbyterian census and from
the surviving First Ballyeaston baptismal and marriage registers suggests that they were not
Presbyterian adherents. Their residence in Ballyboley, where the 1826 Education Inquiry
documents a Wesleyan Methodist schoolmaster, John Gawn, " supports the possibility
that the Neills were associated with the local Wesleyan Methodist community. This was the

5 Consistent with tradition. See “Oral Tradition of William John Neill (1875-1935) Family Origins”.
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only religious entity then present in Ballyboley. While this explains the family’s oral
tradition,® no direct evidence of their Wesleyan Methodist affiliation has been identified.

John Wesley was sympathetic to the plight of smaller tenant farmers, as he wrote in his
journal, June 15" 1773, “when | came to Belfast, | learned the real cause of the late
insurrections in this neighbourhood. Lord Donegal [Marquis of Donegall], the proprietor of
almost the whole country, came hither to give his tenants new leases. But when they came,
they found two merchants of the town had taken their farms over their heads; so that
multitudes of them, with their wives and children, were turned out to the wide world .’
Wesley was describing the ‘Hearts of Steel’ rebellion of 1770, also called the Ulster land
war, that prompted large-scale emigration to America. This event was impactful to men in
the prior generation like James Neill from whom Wesley drew an audience."

Going back to the 1698 record of Quaker sufferings of Thomas Neill and its context, the
Quakers of Ballinacree ‘near Ballymoney’ had been planning in 1702 to build their own
meetinghouse. While there lacked progress on such building by 1707, the small meeting
diminished from emigration in the 1730’s. In 1796, the Quaker Thomas Scattergood wrote
in his journal that he, “Rode to Ballynacree, and on teh 22d (1 Mo.) held the preparative
Meeting. This meeting-house joins a dwelling, and on sitting down, it seemed like sitting in
a cellar; two men, two women and three children composed it.”* In 1811, Methodists were
active in the Ballinacree Quaker meeting. On visiting, Quaker Henry Hull said, “On first-day,
the 24th, | attended a meeting at Ballinacree, where the number of Friends is very small;
but we had the company of a Methodist preacher and his hearers...”V

No Quaker congregation records for the James Neill family were found. Aside from oral
tradition,’ the only evidence of Samuel’s Quaker affiliation is from his estate’s record of
investment in Richardson Brothers and Company Limited (his only non-bank asset).” This
firm was owned by Quaker industrialist John Grubb Richardson, son of James Nicholson
Richardson, and Quakers preferred commercial ties kept within their community. After
having managed a linen mill in 1872, Samuel was employed by Richardson Brothers as a
storekeeper in Belfast by 1880." Ties between Neill and Richardson families date to the

8 The certitude of the tradition eliminates, based on the 1861 Ulster population, the possibility of being
Catholic (50.5%), Presbyterian (26.3%) or Established Church/Episcopalian (20.4%). The remaining 2.8%
comprised Methodist (1.7%) and all others (1.1%) among which were Quakers, and included the Neill family.
7Samuel’s son John (b. 1843) had traditions of O’Neill origins and early Quakerism (see “Oral Tradition of
William John Neill (1875-1935) Family Origins”) that seems absent from his brother James (b. 1841) family.
John affiliated as Presbyterian, Church of Ireland, and Roman Catholic during his lifetime; his brother James
was Presbyterian. Prior Neill generations affiliation with both Quakers and Wesleyan Methodists clarifies the
oral tradition.



1690 wedding at Lurgan Meeting (above), and there were particularly close ties between
Richardson and Neill of Moyallen into the 1800s (next).

James Neill, of Tullylish Parish, Co. Down, 1702

John Neil witnessed the marriage of James Neil or Nail to Jane Morton 24 September 1702
at Moyallon Meeting in co. Down,*™ roughly five miles from Lurgan. Also witnessing was
Robert Hoope, the early benefactor of John Neill. Immediate family appear in the listing of
Quaker wedding attendees in the left-side column,® with the bride’s father John Morton
directly above John Neil. There are no other witnesses with the Neil surname. This place of
honor among witnesses points to John Neil of Lurgan meeting. Given that John married
Esther Reford only eight years prior, their relationship was clearly not father-son and is
reasonably surmised they were brothers. It is implausible, yet notimpossible, that James’s
father or brother in this record was a different John Neil. The genealogy of James Neill’s
descendants in America is well documented, although his descendant lineages in Ireland
have some gaps and uncertainties.

The connection evident between John and James carried into subsequent generations.
James was deceased by 1714 and his only surviving child was John, known as John Neill
‘the Younger’ in reference to the elder John Neill.! Given that the mother of John ‘the
Younger’ had remarried after the death of James and was subsequently disowned by the
Quakers,' it has been speculated that John the elder played an important role as uncle in
raising the fatherless child.

When John’s son Samuel Neill married Deborah Nicholson in 1766, one of the witnesses
was Esther O Neill." Esther Reford, wife of John Neill or O’Neill, would have been about age
90 years in 1766, and while unlikely this is her (it would have been her first such
appearance in Quaker records) it might have been been a relative (Esther was uncommon
for a native Irish first name and is found in the Neale family of Mountmellick Meeting).

Samuel and Deborah had a son, Joseph, whose only known surviving lineage was through
his daughter Eliza Neill and her husband Alexander Cornwall. After her death, Alexander
emigrated to the United States in 1861, according to their descendants. William John Neill,
the grandson of Samuel Neill and Sarah Jane Percy of Belfast (above), emigrated to America
in 1876 and later said his only known Neill relatives to also emigrate to America were
named Cornwall."" These Cornwall and Neill families have descendants with shared DNA:
Debbie Weaver’s grand-uncle Gale Hammond shares 15¢cM with Connor Neill (Ancestry)

8 Fiona Fitzsimmons, Quaker Records in Ireland, https://historyireland.com/kindred-lines-5/
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and her relative Marie Cornwall’s brother Bruce shares 11cM with Jon Patraic Neill
(FTDNA).Wv

John ‘the Younger’ had another son, John, also later called ‘the Younger’ who was Samuel’s
brother. This John is the ancestor of Jonathan R. Neill and there is a corresponding
validated paper trail." While shared DNA was not detected by genetic testing, they shared
162 relatives in the FTDNA database, equating to 2.2% of Jon Patraic Neill’s 7,404 matches
and 1.3% of Jonathan R. Neill’s 12,772 matches." This points to a common Quaker
community and the practice of marital endogamy creating a common kindred group.®

However strong the historical record and autosomal DNA support the traditional
identification of John and James as brothers, Y-DNA from genetic testing proves they were
not brothers. Further, John’s Y-DNA was typical of northwest Ireland and James’s Y-DNA
was typical of England. FTDNA projects show collateral Neal lineages to James’s DNA,
meaning his ancestors were Neal, just as this data shows John’s ancestors were O’Neill
(assuming common ancestry with the author). Further mystifying this conclusion is that
both men were connected to Gloucester, England. John’s father Thomas Neill resided in
Gloucesterin 1694 and James’s Y-DNA indicate his Neal origins were possibly in
Gloucester. The data vaguely hint that further research might reveal a commercial or
familiar relationship or Quaker affiliation in Gloucester that preceded James’s wedding in
1702.

William Neale, of Maryborough, Mountmellick, Co. Laois, 1674

The founder of the Quakers in Ireland was William Edmundson, and its first meeting at his
home in Lurgan, co. Armagh, in 1654, included William Neale."" The next year, 1655,
Edmundson moved to a farm in co. Cavan where Friends from Lurgan joined him. “So,
leaving Lurgan Meeting well settled, several families moved with us to Co. Cavan. We held
Meetings around in divers places, so that several were convinced and joined with us,
particularly John Pim, ... William Neale, ... and many others.”"" Afterward, there was no
known Neale or Neill presence among Lurgan Quakers or in their records until John Neill in
1690.

William Neale (1609-1674) was born in Castle Donington, Leicestershire, England, and
after leaving Lurgan and co. Cavan ultimately settled in Maryborough, co. Laois (formerly
Queens co.), and joined the Mountmellick Meeting there."™ He was the son of William Neell,
born 1566 in Prestwold, Leicestershire, whom descends from a prominent lineage there.*
William (b. 1609) married Anne Pim and his sister Dorothy married William Pim,* and the
latter couple’s son John Pim rose to prominence in Irish business and industry. John Pim

9 Esther Sahle, 2021, “Marital Endogamy.” In Quakers in the British Atlantic World, c. 1660-1800, pp. 135-154.
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and his wife are included among founding ancestors in O’Hart’s Origin and Stem of the Irish
Nation."

William (b. 1609) and Anne Neale had two surviving sons, William (b. 1641) and Richard (b.
1663), whose numerous descendants are well documented by Phillip R. Neal, the
authoritative source for this family. The descendants of William (b. 1641) are found in Irish
Quaker records, and relatively few, while his younger brother Richard had two sons, Robert
(b. 1685) and John (b. 1686). Robert’s numerous descendants sprang from his son, Henry
Neal, who emigrated to Philadelphia. John (b. 1686) was the father of Esther (b. 1712) and
Richard (b. 1716).%i

This Neale family also had a connection to Ballinacree Meeting in co. Antrim, and might
have resided there on their migration to Lurgan. Robert’s son Henry Neal married Sarah
Mooney in 1739 at the New Garden Meeting in Pennsylvania near Philadelphia. Her father
Neal O’Mooney, or Mooney, was from the Ballinacree Meeting and had emigrated to
Pennsylvania shortly before his daughter’s marriage. Autosomal DNA analysis shows one
Jon Patraic Neill match in Ancestry to a descendant of Henry Neal and Sarah O’Mooney,
although not through the Neill paternal line, meaning the relationship is derived from
maternal ancestry and coincidental.*" The direct paternal and direct maternal lines of Jon
Patraic Neill were Quakers.

William Neale (b. 1609) can be found in many twentieth-century’® and present-day online
genealogies as the father of Thomas Neill. There is no evidence to link them, other than
William’s brief presence in Lurgan Meeting and Thomas’s son John’s presence there a
generation later. The error of attributing Thomas as a son of William thereby had the
secondary effect of changing William’s identity. Prior generations commonly identified John
as O’Neill or Neill, which has been proven correct (see deed above, Neill to ONeill, 1730).
Yet, following from the inferred relationship, William Neale (b. 1609) was at times rendered
incorrectly as William O’Neill, and even attributed to being a Royal O’Neill, including as son
of the Earl Hugh.*™

Itis unknown whether there was a specific, ongoing relationship between Neale of
Mountmellick and Neill’s of Tullylish. The Quakers were a small, persecuted minority. In
1680, when the Great Book of Tithe was signed by each Quaker family, there were just 340
families in Ulster and a total of 798 in Ireland.* In general, the Religious Society of Friends,
Quakers, was a closed community in which one could not marry a non-Quaker, and that
created strong, extended familial bonds throughout the Quaker population.

0 See, for example, Pigeon MS of Swarthmore College Special Collections (Quaker) containing papers from
descendants of Lewis Neill of the Hopewell Meeting in Virginia, identifying William as their ancestor.
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William Neill of Rowan County, North Carolina, 1769

William Neill died in 1769 in Rowan County, North Carolina, and is commonly identified in
published and online materials as bornin 1711 in Clare, co. Down, the son of Quakers John
Neill and Esther Reford who married in 1694. > As the story goes, William emigrated with
brothers John and Lewis to near Lancaster County, Pennsylvania about 1730, and later
went to Virginia with them." The definitive record is 15 February 1770 when Sarah Neil,
executrix and widow of William, was summoned to the Rowan County courthouse in
response to a petition by Samuel Laremore demanding payment of £4 of debt."*™ William
Neill witnessed last wills and testaments in Chester County, Pennsylvania, in 1731 and
1740, and is believed to be the future North Carolinian."* The American descendants of
William Neill are thoroughly documented by its authoritative researcher, Marcy Porter.
Her’s is a familiar surname showing up consistently in Neill research, beginning with a 1692
marriage in Ballyhagan, and even in the author’s personal experience when, Ruby Porter, a
Quaker in Cincinnatiin 1988 believed me to be part of the Quaker Neill family of northern
Ohio.

William Neill had five documented sons born in Chester County, Pennsylvania: William,
born about 1725 and died after 21 June 1797 in Burke County, North Carolina; James, born
about 1730 and died 22 June 1793 in Iredell County, North Carolina; John, born about 1732
and died in 1801 in Rowan County, North Carolina; Alexander, born about 1733 and
married Elizabeth Fairs in 1757 in New Castle County, Delaware; and, Andrew, born about
1734 and died in 1814 in Iredell County, North Carolina. There was potentially a sixth son,
Samuel, born about 1740. Their descendants collectively represent what is most certainly
the largest contingent of Neill in the United States.

They figured prominently serving North Carolina in the American Revolution, including
wintering at Valley Forge. Post-war, they mostly migrated westward to Tennessee, Missouri
and Texas. While large families was their norm, sons William and Andrew in particular had
many descendants. A descendant of Andrew’s described their Neill ancestry as
continuously Presbyterian since their origin in County Down, Ireland.* Andrew’s brother
William had a son James, who also served in the Revolution. James’s son, James Clinton
Neill, was a Texas ranger and Colonel in the Republic of Texas Army during the war for Texas
independence, and commander of the Alamo. He was on leave when the Alamo fell to
Santa Anna. >

Marcy Porter, however, observed problems with William (d. 1769) being identified with
William (b. 1711). She believed William was likely born about 1700, given his eldest son
was born about 1725. The elder brothers of William (b. 1711), Lewis and John, were still in
Ireland in 1730.% This means William (b. 1711) was age 14 years and living in Ireland when
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the first child of William and Sarah Neill was born. Speculation that Sarah’s surname was
Callender was possibly conflated with the next generation when Isabella, daughter of Capt.
Robert Callender, married William Neill of Baltimore, Maryland (b. 1740 in co. Antrim and
descended from the Presbyterian family of Kilraghts, discussed above).*" Another source
gave Sarah’s surname as Falls.™

Evidence favors that William Neill (b. 1711) remained in Ireland. In 1762, William Neill was
among the linen weavers and manufacturers from Lurgan, co. Armagh, who issued a
statement they were not involved in the recent riots at the Lisburn marketplace in co.
Antrim.>™ In the late 1800’s, there were still Neill descendants in Clare, co. Down, with an
ongoing presence there. The original source of William (b. 1711) being in America, Jolliffe
(1893), acknowledged a lack of evidence of him in Pennsylvania and apparently conflated
his identity with his brother John’s son, William.* The authoritative researcher of Virginia
Quakers, J. Michael Frost, reviewed Jolliffe’s footnote against original land documents in
the Virginia archive and noted the 400 acres surveyed for John Neill on 28 November 1749
indicated on the survey’s folder the grantee was William Neill, son of John Neill."*" In 1766,
William Neill received a grant of 232 acres on the Cacapon River in Hampshire County,
Virginia, now Hampshire, Berkeley and Morgan counties in West Virginia.** This means
William Neill of Virginia was not William Neill who died in 1769 in North Carolina.

The origins of William Neill (d. 1769) are accordingly undetermined, having disproven
genealogical claims that he was William (b. 1711). Y-DNA results from his descendants do
not match either Neill of Tullylish family or Neale of Mountmellick. Yet, there are numerous
autosomal DNA results that indicate his unknown origins might include a connection to the
Quaker community that are worthy of additional study.
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Part Il : Figures and Charts

Part Il presents a visual synthesis of the documentary and genetic evidence discussed in
Part |. Figures 3-5 focus on the author’s Neill ancestry and the relationships among oral
tradition, genealogical evidence, autosomal DNA, and Y-DNA. The four genealogical charts
then trace the identified founding lineages through their tested descendants, distinguishing
supported relationships from those that remain uncertain or incomplete.

Figure 3. Genealogy of Neill lineages that are kindred by oral tradition

John Neill, O'Neill James Neill, Neal
linen draper, fl. 1730 farmer, d. ca. 1710
Lurgan Meeting Lurgan, Moyallen Meeting

Clare Moyallen

John Neill the Younger
linen draper, fl. 1764

Moyallen Meeting

William Neill
linen draper. fl. 1754
Lurgan Meeting

Clare Moyallen, Ballymacanallen
i Samuel Neill
UNK Neill farmer, fl. 1787
not member

Moyallen Meeting

Clare Ballymacanallen
) Joseph Neill
UNK Neill farmer, fl. 1830
not member

Clare? Belfast?

not member

Ballymacanallen

Eliza Neill Cornwall
husband d. 1879, Utah

not member
Ballymacanallen

Samuel Neill
publican, mill manager, fl. 1870

not member
Belfast, Ballymacarrett

In Figure 3, Cornwall (bottom, right) was the only other branch of the Neill family (left) to
emigrate to America in the 1800s, according to oral tradition of William John Neill, 1935.
The exact kinship was not stated in the tradition, yet they clearly did not share the same Y
DNA. While itis possible they shared no DNA, the tradition puts the families in geographic
proximity. There were no Neill families left in Moyallen, Ballymacanallen or Clare by the end
of the nineteenth century due to emigration and migration to Belfast.
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Figure 4. Samuel Neill descendants with shared autosomal DNA

¥

James Percy Neill
b. 1840, Belfast

X
¥ E J
Elizabeth Neill Evelyn Neill
b. 1866, Belfast b. 1862, Belfast
Annie Geddes Florence Gageby Caroline Gageby
b. 1892, Belfast b. 1901, Belfast b. 1892, Belfast
John Williamsan Kathleen McConnell James Bowman
b. 1935, Toronto b. 1927, Belfast

!

Valerie Williamson

Bonnie Hughes

! ’

Bowman

!

Euan Bowman

Samuel Neill
b. 1809
d. 1889, Belfast
A
¥ R J
John Neill Jane Bell Neill

b. 1843, Belfast

¥

Jane Bell Neill
b. 1874, Belfast

!

Robert D. Freer
b. 1906, Conn.

)

George S. Freer
b. 1935, Ohio

i

Mark W. Freer
b. 1962, Ohio

4

Jeanie Freer

%

James John Neill
b. 1888, Brooklyn

!

Edith Neill Beraud
b. 1909, Brooklyn

',—%

Robert Beraud
b. 1944, New York

93 CM\

¥

William John Neill
b. 1875, Belfast

v’—%

Donald G. Neill
b. 1908, Towa

'

John Peter Neill
b. 1936, lowa

William G. Neill
b. 1904, Towa

!

Donald C. Neill
b. 1943, Towa

June Beraud
b. 1941, Brooklyn

!

Samuel Moorzitz

Jon Patraic Neill

b. 1962, Ohie
SUBJECT

b. 1849, Belfast

!

Charles E. McNally
b. 1886, New York

!

Donald E. McNally
b. 1920, New York

!

Dave McNally

In Figure 4, the Neill ancestry of the test subject, Jon Patraic Neill, is validated through

autosomal DNA matches measured in centimorgans of shared DNA. The amounts and

ranges of shared centimorgans are consistent with relationship distances in the

genealogical chart. In Figure 5, the Y DNA inherited from Samuel Neill is identified as
haplogroup R-BY76660. The haplogroup is associated with Niall of the Nine Hostages and

his son Eéghan, and is mostly O’Neill men.

Figure 5. Y DNA of Jon Patraic Neill, R1b-5588, haplogroup R-BY76660

BY76680,
formed 1500
1 KEY
- aplagrou
STR branch
DYS391 = 11 DVS391 = 11> 12
DY5458, 17 = 16
Y-GATA-H4, 11 =12
s ~
FTC93098
formed 1720
FTF66525 FTC54605
formed 1820 formed 1820
¥ v v
FTD2179 FTA92286 FTC78015
formed 1860 formed 1880 formed 1900
#982766 #308006 #799758 #154983 #429923 #269524 #5115733 #IN129532 #B681061 #B743588 #1004320 #947180 #1004039 420141 #BP22141 268625
Neal Neal Neel O'Neal O'Nei O'Neill O'Neill a'Neil Redfern Redfern Neill Neill Neill O'Neill O'Neill ©'Neil
T T T 7 T 7

15



The Lurgan Quakers shown in Figure 1 are elaborated in four genealogical charts below. The
most important charts for the study of Lurgan Quakers, charts 1 to 3, each have only one Y
DNA tester, which presents the potential for error in these genealogies. These figures and
charts can change as new information and DNA data becomes available.

The founder of each of the four lineages is shown using the same color scheme as Figure 1.
Within the chart, colored boxes denote the lineage of the DNA testers back to the founder.
Dotted lines represent uncertainty or missing generations.

Blue text within the boxes highlight individuals with historical significance:

e In Chart 1, William Pim and Dorothy Neale are the parents of John Pim, whose
genealogy is included in John O’Hart’s 1892, Origin and Stem of the Irish Nation.

e In Chart4, James Clinton Neill was a Texas Ranger and commander of the ill-fated
Alamo.

William Neill in Chart 4 has a nexus to Lurgan Quakers both because of the
misidentification shown in Figure 1 and the large number of his descendants, many of
whom had Quaker connections in America.

Double-helix DNA icons in the charts are used to indicate relationships to Jon Patraic Neill
identified through autosomal DNA testing results. These results indicate shared ancestry,
but existing technology does not identify which ancestors are shared.

16



William Neill

Chart 1. William Neill of Maryborough, Mountmellick, co. Laois, 1500—1790

William Neell
. 1556
Pretwold, Lelcestershire,
England
']
Dorathy Neale
b. 1608 Castle Doningten Lelcestershire

d. 1685 Rosenallis,
co. Laois, Ireland

1

John Pim
b. 1641 Castle Doningten Leicestershira
m. Mary Pleadwiel
d. 1718 Mountrath, ¢, Laols
s 0'Hart .2 Origin and Stem of the
Irish Nation

William Neale

b. 1609 Castle Donlagton Leicestershire
m. Mary Pim

d. 1674, Maryboraugh, co. Lacis

Lurgan, Cavan, Maryberaugh Me
e
- £ £ ¥
Willlam Neale, Jurior
b. 1641 Castle Monington Leicastershire [ al gt
Thomas Heale b. 1663 Maryborough or Mountmeliick
Englanc Mathew Neale <o, Lagis, Ireland
m. Anna Pleahviell b. 1663 b. 1663 s,
o m. Mary Dixan Foster
Lurgan, Cavan, Marybarough Meetings dIreland
Tobias Neale
o. 1866 ((‘:FRERZ‘ freland Robert Nesle Johin Neale
e o . 1685 co. Cavan, Ireland b, 1686 co. Cavan, Ireland
Henry Neal, Sr.
Evan Neale b, 171016 Ireland
b. 1691 co. Lacls, Ircland m. Sarah Mooncy
o, 1725 Ireland d.1790 E. Marlborough
Chaster co, Pannsyhuaria
4 ¥ s ¥ e 3 ¥
Jesse Neal William Neal Thomas Neal Henry Neal, Junior James Neal Benjamin Neal Robert Neal
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Heill
Ballincree Meeting
co. Antrim
cousin of John ?

Thomas Neill

Chart 2. John Neill, son of Thomas, of Clare Townland, Tullylish Parish, 1694—1870

John Neil, also O'Neil
linen draper of Clare
1712, 1718 DEEDS

1728-30 DEEDS (60 acres)
“failing in his circumstances

J

¥
William Neill
b. 1711
1718 DEED, Clare

1737 WILL cousin Sarah

Melville
1762 linen draper

1718 deed for Iife

of san
John Neill, junior

1728-30 DEEDS, Clare
1735 DEED, Virginia
Frederick County VA

718 deed for lifet

af o

Lewis Neill, also O'Neil

1728-30 DEEDS, Clare
1735 DEED, Virginia
Frederick Countty VA

; 3 ¥ ¥ 2 13 ¥
Lewis Neill John Nelll, Junior John Neill T
. 1751, after death of s b. 1744 Fraderic T e ok Co Abraham Nl Jozeph Neil

o, by 1773 Frederick Co. WA

father in 1750

m. Rachel |

m. Anne Hollngswerth "
“ sens Abel, [eseph d. unm.

? ?
L 2 ¥
Jomes el ey
1528 John Neil 1857 Clare e s
”p'r <o. Antrm wine merchant, Belfast 1864 Griffiths valuation
il farmer d. 1880, clare
T T
v + ¥ =
Samuel Nelll .
b. 1809, d. 1889 Belfast w‘"m;“ lfegl fast Thomas Neill Hugh Neill
MEHEEEET wine merchan, Belfas ugh Neil
publican, clerk. mill 1844 Lewls Refort record
manager. storekeeper
John Neill
Neill
b, 1843, Belfast . 1900 NY James Nel Thomas Neill

sea captain

wine merchans, Relfast

%,
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Lewis Nelll Thomas Nelll

Joseph Neill
only surviving san to marry
s, Barkeley Co v

Levris Neill
only son, married

i

LE. Lewis Nelll
rded West Point

A
1850 died from wounds i

Mexican War




James Neill

James Neill
1702 married Jane Morten, Lurgan

1703-1705 in Lurgan meeting records i

1715 deceased by this date

D John Neill, Junior and ‘the Younger® (1764)

linen draper of Ballymacanallen and Moyallon
1756 DEED, Moyallen (19 acres)
1764 DEED, Moyallen (24 acres, 41 years)
1764 DEED, Ashtrees, Killmore, co. Armagh
1782 MORTGAGE to James Greer, until 1823

Chart 3. James Neill of Tullylish Parish, County Down, 1702—1870

X
'] v v ¥ ¥
3 4 5 7
James Neill 1756 deed for lifetime of son 1756 deed for lifetime of son . Joseph Neal
L X - ’ 1756 deed, third son, unnamed i
1756 DEED, Moyallen John Neill ‘the Younger' William Neill samuel Neill moved to Dublin
d. America ca.1774 1764 DEED, witness as Quaker 1786 DEED, gentleman, Ballynaslow disowned
. 1787 DEED Ballymacanallen
last known contact 1786 DEED, linen draper, co. Armagh sold Moyallen (19 acres) to Joseph Phelps tenant of the Earl of Doneaall d. 1785
Wilmington, Del, sold Moyallen (19 acres) to Joseph Phelps moved to Dublin and disowned 1786 g Pennsylvania
X
10 ] 1 * 12 ¥ 13 ¥
Jahn Neill —I _ " .
1761 born William Neill deed for lifetime deed for lifetime Samuel Neill, Junior Thomas Neill
1775 removal cert. Joseph Neill William Neill 1815 DEED, Castle St, Gilford -
1775 removal cert. disowned
1786 DEED, 1786 DEED Moyallen sale 1832 DEED, of Scotch Street, co.

1779 wartime British Navy
Pennsylvama Ohio

for Philadelphia
Kilmore parish?

Moyallen sale

1795 married Ms. Purdy

Armagh sells house in Gilford

bur. Moyallen

D

1

1

14 WTJ 18 19
John Neill Eliza Neill Samuel Neill Mary Neill
William Neill
1780 b. Dublm 1802 b. m. Alexander 1861-70 DEEDS 1797 died, age 9 William Neill
res. Ohio Pennsylvania Cornwall, emigrated Ballymacanallen months, 1838 emigrate Australia
res. Ohio 1861 to Utah

‘b,, possessing farmland

Manchester, England

@_l—
) .

oseph Neill
1861 res.
Ballymacanallen
married M.
Hutchinson
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William Neill

Chart 4. William Neill of Rowan County, North Carolina, 1700—1870

William Neill
b. ~1700, d. 1769
res. Chester Co, PA

Rowan Co., North Carolina
widow Sarah Neil, 1770 court _qr

case

b.

* 4 - ¥ ¥
" 3 4 s | [l
Veiliam Neil James Nelll John Neill exander Neil
. 1725 Chester Co. PA b. 1730 Chester Co. PA b. 1732 Chester Co. PA b. 1733 Chester Ca. PA An:lrev:lNe\ll
d7s7Burks Co. NG S 4. 1eot m. Elzabeth Fairs, 1757 | [ B 1734 Chester Co. PA
Iredell Co. NC Rowan Co. NC : : d. 1814, Iredtell Co. NC

m. Mary Clintan 1750

m2. Ann Snoddy

m. Elizabeth, ~1765

New Castle Co. Delaware

New Castle Co, Del -h,

|| g

£ o C i i i B Tig— T
‘William Neill ! - Robert A. Neill L
Lieutenant. NC James Neill Andrew Neill John Neill Archibald Neill Tennessee Alexander Neill Samuel Neill Gilbreath Falls Neill
b. 1751 Chester Co. PA Tennessee Tennesses Kentucky Rorth Caraling Tennesses Tenresses Tunnessee

d. 1780 Ramsour’s Mill
KIA, Continental Army,
North Caralina

b. 1753 Chester Ca. PA
d. 1835 Bedfard Co. TN

b. 1755 Chester Co. PA
d. 1841 Marshall Co. TN

b. 1757 Rowan Co. NC
d. 1828 Logan Ca, KY

b. 1759 Rowan Co. NC
d. 1892 Burke Co. NC

b. 1761 Rowan Ca. NC
d. 1840 Robertson Ca.
™

b. 1762 Rowan Co. NC
d. 1827 Marshall Co, TN

b. 1769 Rawan Ca. NC
d. 1845 Madisan Ca. TN

b. 1770 Rowan Co. NC
d. 1842 Madisen Co, TN

Led

7]

' ames Nelll Robert Neill
hc‘:’r'ﬂ' hr:::che‘wuma nc::'f:::::i r’"?'_:'m o Horh Carolina El Gllbreath Falls Neill William Nell
A o T 11 b.1760 Rowan Co. NC b. 1765 Rowan Co. NC b. 1852 Rowan Ca, NC b. 1860 Rowan Co. NC
d. after Nov. 1846 NC d. 1800 Iredell Co, NC sons of AndrewsNeil | . 1834 Iredell Co. NC d. 1829 Iredell Co. NC
sons ot fames Nell
Andrew Nelll Samuel Nell Alexander D. Nelll
Gearge Clayton Neill James William Neill John Lambert Nelll b.1793 Rowan Co. NC || b, 1796 Rowan Co.NC || b. 1800 Rowan Co. NC

sans of James Hsill

]

som of Andrew Neill

sans af Rabert , Nelll

sans of Gilbreath F. Naill

sans of Gilbreath F. Neill

s0ms of William Neill

b. 1783 Rowan Co. NC
d. 1844 Marshall Co TN

William Neill
b. 1786 Rowan Co. NC

b. 1788 Rowan Co. NC
d.ca. 1828

b. 1790 Rowan Co. NC
d. 1876 Bedlord Co TN

. &ML, 1876 Wayne Co.
Missouri

d. 1863 Carroll Parish
Louisiana

. 1848 Lawrence Co,
Alzbama

James Clinton Neill
b. 1790 Rov Co.NC
d. 1848 Navarro Co. TX

C

lonel, Texas rangers
Alamo commander

=ans of john Neil

‘William C. Neill
b. 1800 Logan Co. KY
. 1862 Butler Co. KY

James T. Neill
b. 1803 Logan Co. KY

John A. Neill
b. 1807 Logan Co. kY

Gilbreath Falls Meill
b.1812 Logan Co. KY
d. Logan Co. KY

Hiram Neill
b. 1818 Logan Co. kY
d. 1869 Logan Co. KY

Samuel W. Nelll
b. 1800 NC
d. 1831 E. Feliciana
Parish, Louisiana

William Clinton Nelll
b. 1801 TN
d. 1863 Todd Co. KY

John Alexander Neill
b. 1803 Wilson Co. TN
d. 1846 Gonzales Co, TX

Gilbreath Falls Nelll
b. 1810 Wilson Co. TN
d. 1877 Carroll Cou,
Mississippi

=]

s0n of Almander welll

samuel Neill

‘William M. Neill

John McConnell Neill

George Cathey Nelll
b, 1798 Bedrord Co. TN
d. 1845 Marshall Co TN

George Clayton Neill

James Neill
b. 1795 Rowan Co. NC

b. 1805 Burke Co, NC b, 1815 Tennessee b, 1786 NC Samuel Neill
b Burke Co. NC d. 1876 Madison Co. TN || d. 1877 Madison Co. TN d. 1878 NC .1853 HT\'}E“"“" co.
sons of Robert Nelll
" . William Neill " "
Andrew Neill Gilbreath F. Neill b. 1783 NC John Neill Noble Neill James Neill Alexander Neill
b. 1777 NC b 1780 e d. ca, 1855 Greene Co. b. 1786 NC b 176 NE b 1788 NE o 1791 NE
d. 1827 : - - d. bef. 1860 TN d. 1865 Tennessee d. 1865 Tennessee
Indiana
Thomas J. Neill John Neill
":"u:';‘t":fc‘” b. 1790 NC b. 1793 Lredell Co, NC
d.1821 d. 1866 Iredell Co. NC

20




Conclusion

The documentary and genetic evidence demonstrates that the Quaker Neill kindred of
Lurgan did not descend through a single paternal line but incorporated at least four distinct
founding lineages. These findings do not invalidate the shared Neill identity preserved in
family tradition. Rather, they suggest that relationships formed through marriage,
migration, economic association, and membership in the close-knit Religious Society of
Friends gradually came to be understood as biological kinship. The social disruption that
followed the collapse of the Gaelic political order, the Ulster Plantation, and subsequent
warfare may have contributed to the formation of this broader kindred.

Although the tradition of native Irish Quaker O’Neill descent endured in the author’s
family—and is supported by Y-DNA evidence for the paternal lineage of Samuel Neill—it
was later extended to, or conflated with, genetically unrelated Neill and Neale families. The
still-unexplained connections with Gloucester, England, including Thomas Neill’s
documented residence there and the apparent English paternal origins of James Neill’s
lineage, raise the possibility that relationships predating the families’ appearance in Ulster
may yet be discovered. Further documentary, Y-DNA, and autosomal DNA research will be
necessary to distinguish these lineages more completely while preserving the broader
history of the social and spiritual kindred they collectively formed.
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Appendix

John Neill of Lurgan Meeting Timeline

Year Age |County Location Description Source Key Names
ca. 1672 ~18 [Fermanagh Enniskillen birthplace from 1694 marriage record (1672 if age 18) Lurgan Meeting
1690 18 |Armagh Ballyhagan witness to William Richardson - Mary Calvert wedding Ballyhagan Meeting
Richardson from Turcarra, Loughgall, Oneilland West Richardson
Calvert from Eagralougher, Loughgall, Oneilland West
1690 18 |Armagh Lurgan given 20 shillings from Quakers' wartime relief fund Lurgan Meeting
Battle of the Boyne ended war of King James Il and King William
benefactors Robert Hoope and Thomas Walker Hoope
removing with family toward Charlemont, Co. Armagh (~10 miles)
1692 20 |Armagh Ballyhagan witness to John Porter - Mary Boys wedding Ballyhagan Meeting |Porter
Boys from Drumilly, Loughgall, Kilmore parish, Oneilland West Boys
Porter from Lurgan, Shankill parish, Clanbrassil
1693 21 |Armagh Shankill paid the government cess administered by the Church of Ireland  |local history
paid the same amount as Catholic man in Lurgan, Shane O'Neill
1694 22 |Antrim Ballymoney permission to marry from William Porter of Men's Meeting Lurgan Meeting Porter
1694 22 |Armagh Lurgan wed Esther Reford at Lurgan Meeting Lurgan Meeting
1695 23 |Armagh Lurgan donated 28 shillings for building the Lurgan Meeting House local history
leaseholder for the meetinghouse was Robert Hoope Hoope
1695 23 |Armagh Lurgan daughter Rebecca born Lurgan Meeting
1697 25 |Down Clare son Thomas born Lurgan Meeting
1700 28 |Down Clare son Samuel born Lurgan Meeting
1701 29 |Down Clare son John born Lurgan Meeting
1702 30 |Down Lurgan witness to James Neill - Jane Morton wedding Lurgan Meeting Neal/ Neill
both from Tullylish, Co. Down
1703 31 |Down Clare crops seized to pay tithe to Church of Ireland Lurgan Meeting
1703 31 |Down Clare host at his house to Joseph McNeece - Margaret Christy wedding |Lurgan Meeting
Christy from Moyallen, Tullylish, Co. Down
McNeece from Charlemont, Co. Armagh
1704 32 |Armagh Lurgan witness to Abel Porter - Elizabeth Harwood wedding Lurgan Meeting Porter
Harwood from Donaghelony, Dromore parish, Co. Down
Porter from Lurgan, Shankill parish
1704 32 |Down Clare son Lewis born Lurgan Meeting
1704 32 |Dublin Dublin half-yearly meeting from Ulster with Hoope, Boys National Meeting Hoope, Boys
1704 32 |Armagh Lurgan witness to John Lockert - Mary Mathews wedding Lurgan Meeting
both from Lurgan, Shankill parish, Clanbrassil
Lockert, Lockart, Lockhart longstanding neighbors to Neill in Clare Lockhart
1705 33 |Armagh Lurgan witness to William Rea - Elizabeth Rae wedding Lurgan Meeting
William Rea from Lurgan, Shankill parish, Clanbrassil
Elizabeth Rea from Tullylish parish, Co. Down
1704 32 |Down Clare crops seized to pay tithe to Church of Ireland Lurgan Meeting Neal / Neill
1705 33 |Down Clare crops seized to pay tithe to Church of Ireland Lurgan Meeting Neal / Neill
1706 34 |Down Clare son Joseph born Lurgan Meeting
1711 39 |Down Clare son William born Lurgan Meeting
1712 40 [Down Clare leased 26 acres from St John Rawdon of Moira, Co. Down deed
1718 46 |Down Clare leased 72 acres from St John Rawdon of Moira, Co. Down deed
1727 55 |Down Clare leased 5 acres of his farm in Clare to George Bright deed
1728 56 |Down Clare mortgage on Clare farm to Williams deed
1729 57 |Down Clare sold 26 acre lease to son Lewis O'Neil of Clare, Co. Down deed O'Neill
1730 58 |Down Clare release of mortgage on Clare farm deed
1730 58 |Down Clare now "failing in his cicumstances" as linen draper sold lease deed
1730 58 |Pennsylvania |Chester sons John and Lewis emigrate to Chester Co. Pennsylvania local history
1735 63 |Virginia Frederick sons John and Lewis survey 640 acre tract in (now) Clarke Co. deed - Virginia
1736 64 |Antrim Coleraine mentioned in will of Sarah Melvin, sister of Esther findmypast
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FamilytreeDNA (FTDNA) projects
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Kilraughts, co. Antrim, near Ballymoney; died in 1762 in Balleney, co. Antrim, in Armoy and near
Coleraine. The family were ‘Scotch Presbyterians’ who were early settlers from Scotland to
Macdonnell, Earls of Antrim lands (pp. 57-58). “Our family has always been Presbyterian” (p. 61);
see, Ulster Muster Roll of 1630. In Dunluce barony (which included Kilraghts parish) in 1630, there
were four Neal militia from “MacDonnell, Earl of Antrim’s British tenants”: Adam, William, William,
and Henry. Additionally, there was John Neal from Cary barony from “MacDonnell, Earl of Antrim’s
British tenants on his natives land”; see, FTDNA kit #84679 from this Neill family in the O’Neill
Project under haplogroup R-M222, https://ulsterhistoricalfoundation.com/genealogy-
databases/muster-rolls-ulster-2

b John Neill, Memorial ID 77344720, www.Findagrave.com. John b. 1740 Chester Co., Pennsylvania,
son of William Neill (b. 1711) and Sarah Falls.

bvi\William Neill, Lurgan drapers’ petition, Friday, May 28, 1762, p. 3, Belfast News-Letter,
www.irishnewsarchive.com

it William Jolliffe, Historical, Genealogical, and Biographical Account of the Jolliffe Family of
Virginia, 1652 to 1893, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania: J. B. Lippincott Company, 1893, p. 176.

it [\fjrginia] Land Office/ Northern Neck Patents & Grants, Title: Land grant 6 October 1750.
Creator: Neill, William, grantee. Creation Date: 1750 - 1006 Description: Location: Frederick
County. Description: 400 acres beginning on the north side of Opeckon Creek. Source: Northern
Neck Grants G, p. 424 (Reel 292). Original survey exists (LVA Accession LOI 108). Source: Virginia
State Land Office Northern Neck Surveys Reel No. 17. Part of the index to recorded copies of land
grants issued by the agents of the Fairfax Proprietary between 1690 and 1781 and by the
Commonwealth between 1786 and 1874. Original and recorded surveys are also indexed when
available. This land was surveyed for John NEILL on 28 November 1749, and the folder for that
survey indicates that the grantee, William NEILL, was a son of John NEILL.],
https://lva.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/fulldisplay?docid=alma990008586590205756&cont
ext=L&vid=01LVA_INST:
01LVA&lang=en&search_scope=Mylinstitution_noAER&adaptor=Local%20Search%20Engine&tab=
Correspondence from J. Michael Frost, 26 May 2021.

wix T\/irginia] Land Office/ Northern Neck Patents & Grants, Title: Land grant 29 September 1766
Creator: Neill, William, grantee. Creation Date: 1766 - 0929 Description: Location: Hampshire
County. Description: 232 acres on the south side of Great Cacapehon River. Source: Northern Neck
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https://lva.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/fulldisplay?docid=alma990008586590205756&context=L&vid=01LVA_INST:%2001LVA&lang=en&search_scope=MyInstitution_noAER&adaptor=Local%20Search%20Engine&tab=

Grants N, 1766, p. 244 (Reel 295). Original survey exists. Part of the index to recorded copies of land
grants issued by the agents of the Fairfax Proprietary between 1690 and 1781 and by the
Commonwealth between 1786 and 1874.
https://lva.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/fulldisplay?docid=alma990008586600205756&cont
ext=L&vid=01LVA_INST:
01LVA&lang=en&search_scope=Mylnstitution_noAER&adaptor=Local%20Search%20Engine&tab=
LibraryCatalog&query=any,contains,william%20neill&sortby=title:

Correspondence from J. Michael Frost, 26 May 2021.
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